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note how this movement is growing. M.
Menzies at the time was Attorney-General.
Now we have the Federal Minister for Health
and Social Services (Sir Frederick Stewart)
and the Assistant Federal Treasurer (Mr.
Spender) talking along the same lines. In
view of the manner in which we have tem-
porised with the problem of the wheat in-
dustry, T am convinced that if a vote on
secession were taken at present, the previ-
ous decision would be reversed. If we
cannot accomplish anything, what is the
good of our heing here¥ 1 maintain that,
provided the facts are faced and Ministers
are strong enough to do the right thing,
something ean be accomplished. A recent
speech by Sir Hal Colebatch was headed
“Get the Work Done.” It was a plea for
efficiency and for quick decisions in order
to meet the challenge thrown ont by totali-
tarian countries. That is what we want,

In conclusion, T wish to refer to the
Bread Act, about which I have received
numerous complaints. I am satisfied that
the Honorary Minister is sinecere in his
views, but this matter has been discussed by
the (eraldton Municipal Couneil, and I
have been informed by many people that
the Aet is operating very unsatisfactorily in
Geraldton, TIf the Aet is snbmitted for re-
consideration this session, I am afraid that,
in view of the ease presented to me, I shall
not be able to support the Honorary Minis-
ter. The Act has not operated as he said
it wonld. After a visit to the Hastern
States, he spoke enthusiastically of this
legislation, but the fact remains that it has
not given satisfaction {o the people, and
they are the ones who have to be consid-
ered. This is a question affecting not only
the bakers and the employees; it also affects
the public at large, and the public must be
considered, I thank members for their
eourteous hearing. I regret having occupied
so much time, but I felt it my duty to
ventilate the matters with which I have dealt.

On motion hy Hon. H. Tuckey, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West) [8.51]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 20th Auvguost,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned 8.52 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, FREIGHT
ON PETROL,

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Railways: What is the freight, per gallon,
on petrol hauled in bulk from Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie, inclusive of the charge for bring-
ing haek the empty “tanker” from Kalgoor-
lie to Fremantle?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re
plied: 115d.

QUESTION—BREAD PRIOQES.

Kalgoorlie-Boulder District.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Industrial Development: Is the maximum
price of bread in the Kalgvorlie and Boul-
der district, as declared by the Wheat Prices
Fixing Board, also the minimum?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT replied: Yos.

QUESTION—PRIVATE MEMBERS'
BILLS.

Mr. WATTS asked the Premier: 1, Is it
a fact that copies of private members’ Bills
are made available at any time before the
second reading is to he moved, either to any
Government departments other than the Gov-
ernment Printer, or any member or officer
of the Government? 2, If so, to what de-
partments, members or officers of the Gov-
crnment are they made available, and how
long has the practice been in operation, and
will instructions be given to cease the prac-
tice? 3, If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied 1, 2, and 3, Copies
of all Bills, when printed, are supplied to
the Premier and the Crown Law Deparl-
ment. The length of time the practice has
been in operation with regard to the Crown
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Law Department js uncertain, The officer
in charge of the matter at the Government
Printing Office ean certify only to forty
years and his predecessor is unfortunately
deceased. Private members would be incon-
venienced if their draftsman, who is an offi-
cer of the Crown Law Department, were
prevented from securing prinied proofs of
Bills which he has drafted. The Bills are
not made available to anyone except the
draftsman and his clerk. Instructions were
issued some years ago for Bills to be for
warded to the Premier as soon as printed,
and this was interpreted to inelude all Bills,
including those of private members, though
these were not desired. Although the Pre-
mier’s Department is in charge of the Gov-
crnment Printing Office, in practice these
Bills are never looked at,

QUESTION—SEWERAGE.

Offensive Odours.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Water
Supplies: 1, What will be the cost, approxi-
mately, of the new stink pipe being erected
to eure the offensive odours complained of
in Karrakatta and Clarcmont? 2, Is this
stink pipe to be illuminated for aireraft al
night?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PL1ES replied: 1, A ventilating stack has
been erected on the main sewer at approxi-
mate eost of £2,000, 2, Illumination at
night has heen effeeted in accordance with
regulations of Civil Aviation Department.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day—Amendment—Defeated,

Debate resumed from the previons dax on
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply, to which Mr. Seward (Pingelly)
bad moved an amendment as follows:—

That the following words be added to the
mation: ‘‘But this Honse regrets to advise
Your Execellency that in its opinion the pro-
vision made by the Conference of Prn_emit:rs
for stabilising the wheat industry 1is in-
adequate.’’

THE PREMIER (Hon. J, C. Willeock—
‘Geraldton—on amendment) [4.35]: At this
stage I intend to deal only with the amend-
-ment which has been moved, First of all
A would say it is quite eorrect that ot present
no provision exists for the stabilisation
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of the wheat industry—provision either
adequate or inadequate—and that therefore
the amendment nteans nothing. The Pre-
miers’ Conferenee is not over, but only
stands adjourned, and will be engaged
mainly in aseertaining what can be done to
assist wheatgrowers in regard to the present
season’s production, Naturally, what may
ultimately be decided by the conference will
have its effect on the line of policy which
may be adopted relatively to any proposal
for assisting, or “stabilising” as it is termed,
the future price of wheat. Briefly, the
fizures given last evening by the Minister for
Lands with respect to the world's production
of wheat, und showing that over two years'
supply of the importing countries is already
held by the exporting countries and that
production is inereasing both in importing
and in exporting eountries at what we might
consider an alarming rate, appear to prove
that the condition of the wheat industry is
highly serious. I think the Minister for
Lands said last night that over 1,000,000,000
bushels are now held as a carry-over. 1My
impression is that if the figures of exporting
countries—the Arpentine, United States,
Canada and Australian—were gone into fur-
ther, that estimate would prove to be even
very conservative as compared with what
actually exists. The requirements of im-
porting countries are estimated to be about
500,000,000 bushels each year; and it is
asserted, from statistical reporis, that over
1,000,000,000 bushels of wheat are available;
so that importing countries do not necd any
wheat from exporting countries for two
years, and then they would be able to supply
their own meals. So there is no doubt that
all wheat-exporting ecountries are in a highly
serious position as regards future trade.
Moreover, there is a prospect of the carry-
over being considerably angmented.

Mr., SPEAKER: I trust the Premier will
keep to the amendment.

The PREMIER: Yes, Sir. I am merely
showing that there is not in existence any
plan, and why there is necessity for some
plan, dealing with stabilisation of wheat.
People talk about the price of wheat being
1s. 2d. or 1s. 3d., or perhaps 1s. 10d. or 2s.
3d. at ports; but the faet of the matter is
that wheat is unsaleable at any price in any
considerable quantity.  Any attempt to
stabilise wheat at a remunerative priee with-
out some control of production is, in view
of world eonditions of trade and produetion,
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a fairly tremendous task, and almost im-
possible of realisation in Australia. In
these cireumstances the pressing problem
for this season, what we are going to do to
assist those carrying on the industry, is
being considered. The States naturalty take
the view that the Commonwealth should
shoulder the responsibility, even though the
Prime Minister, in opening the recent con-
ference—where, it has been stated stabilisa-
tion propesals have been formulated, or
agreed to, or applied—said that the Com-
monwealth Government, at a mecting of
Cabinet, had decided that all it eeuld do was
to assist the wheat indusiry to the extent of
£1,750,000. The Prime Minister also stated,
as chairman of the Loan Counecil, that no
inerease could be expeeted in the loan pro-
gramme as agrceed to at the meeting of the
couneil about two months ago, and that any
assistance which could be rendered to the
wheat industry regarding stabilisation pro-
posals would have to come out of the rev-
cnues of the States or the Commonwealth as
the case might bhe, or out of the loan pro-
gramme which had already been allocated to
the various States. Qur share of the loan
programme arranged by the Loan Council is
£2,000,000. That amounnt, of course, has not
vet been allocated to the works which are to
be executed, and which will be submitted
to the House in the usual form of the
annnal Loan Estimates. The Prime Min-
ister said that the Commonwealth would
not, because it could not, make any greater
contribution;  although he subsequently
agreed to submit to the Federal Cabinet a
proposition that the Commonwealth con-
tribution be inereased from £1,750,000 to
£2,000,000, additionally to the money pro-
vided by the flour tax, which at the present
price of wheal will mean about £3,750,000
thronghout the wheat selling season. T
think I made this position quite eclear
immediately after the conference took place.
In fact, I made public statements in the
Press, knowing that the matter was very
urgent and that wheatgrowers and others
were extremely interested in the position.
So, rather than wait unfil I returned to the
State to make a statement, I gave one to
the Press, so that all concerned would know
at the earliest possible moment as much
about the eircumstances as I did myself. I
might say that in view of the adamant atti-
tude of the Prime Minister, I agreed, on
behalf of the State, to find some money from
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the State’s very limited resources to assist
the wheat industry. The matter has not yet
heen brought to finality, mainly owing to the
faet that the Premier of Vietoria would not
eo-operate with the other States in providing
assistance. When the discussion had got as
far as it could, the Prime Minister asked me
directly whether the Commonwealth’s prof-
ferred assistanee was acecptable to Western
Australin. T replied that it was not; but
that on the other hand I would not take
the responsibility of rejecting it. That was
the attitude I adopted. T still consider it
is the function and the responsibility of the
Commonwealth Government to assist the
wheat industry in its present plight. That
responsibility has been aecepted by the Com-
monwealth Government in the past; in faet,
it has been aecepted by the central govern-
ments of all the wheat-producing countries
of the world. Those eentral governments
have made it their responsibility, If the
Commonwealth Government will only pro-
vide assistance on certain definite conditions,
then T do not think I would be acting in the
hest interests of the State if Y rejected it,
no matter how small or how inadequate it
might appear at the time. That is where
the matter stands at the moment. It is trne
that we have had a conferenee of officers
and experts employed by the States and the
Commonwealth to deal with the question of
this year’s harvest with a view to aseertain-
ing what can be done regarding its disposal.
As the Minister for Lands observed last
night, it might be possible to utilise a fair
proportion of this year’s harvest by convert-
ing it into reserves of hay. The experts are
now engaged in endeavouring fo evolve a
plan that will make the position a little easier
than it is at present. Ohviously, the Gov-
ernment has done all that it ean in the eir-
cumstances. Tt has undertaken a tremen-
dons responsibility in offering to assist the
industry from the State’s limited resources.
It has done so under duress. That is the
only way in which the industry ean be as-
sisted. The State is contemplating making
provision for the sum of nearly £200,000 to
assist the industry. I do not want to make
this question a political one. As the Minister
for Lands said last evening, the Govern-
ment’s desire is to render all assistance pos-
sible to every deserving industry in the
State. The Government has gone as far as
it ¢am, in view of the previous policy carried
out in Australia for many years past. If
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the wheatgrowers of the State benefit to the
axtent of from 10d. to 1s. 2d. a bushel, that
is not niggardly assistance, but is some-
thing which should be aceepted and appre-
ciated in the spirit in which it is given.

The amendment is based on the miseon-
geption that provision has already been
made to assist the industry by a conference
of Premiers; whereas, as a matter of faet,
that is not so. It would really be futile to
inform His Exeellency of something which
is based on wrong premises altogether; for
until the ensuing conference is held, nothing
«can be decided. In my opinion, the amend-
ment is futile. Therefore, I do not agree to
it and shall vote against it.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York—on amend-
ment) [4.45]: I am glad to have the Pre-
mier’s assurance that finality in this matter
has not yet been reached. I am aware thaf
the deliberations of the conference have not
been completed respecting a stabilisation
plan for the wheatgrowers of Anstralia. I
personally represent a great many of the
wheatgrowers of this State, as do other
members on this side of the House, and I
say definitely we are not satisfied with what
has been done.

The Premier: Who is satisfied?

Hon. C. 3. LATHAM: Even the Govern-
men6 is not satisfied. I believe that. At
the same time, I am nof one to say that we
will not acecept what has been offered with-
out a hope of securing something more. That
is the attitude we ought to adopt. We
shonld, if possible, extract from the Fed-
eral Government a greater degree of genero-
aity.

The Minister for Lands: Generosity and
wsponsibility.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am aware there
aas been much talk as to who is responsible
for providing assistance to carry on the
vheat industry. In the past, the Federal
fovernment has accepted that responsi-
bility. The farmers are not fo blame for
the present position, because when they
sowed their wheat for the harvest which
was reaped in 1938, wheat was 3s. 6d. n
‘bushel, and they were then justified in hop-
ing for a continuanee of that price. As a
Tesult, we have had 8 harvest of 37,000,000
‘bushels; but, unfortunately, portion of it
is at present unsaleable. The farmers can-
not be held vesponsible for that. Nor can
the Government be blamed. We do not
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blame the Government. The Minister for
Lards last night, in a ecarefully prepared
speceh, gave members the statistieal posi-
tion of wheat thronghout the world. There
is no doubt we must realise that to-day a
surpluos of wheat exists, a very large sur-
plus.  But, after all, this is an important
industry. It is important both to the Fed-
eral Government and to the State Govern-
ments. I question whether much considera-
tion has been given by the Federal (overn-
ment and the State Governuents to the
way in which they will maintain their ere-
dits overseas. That is a matter to which
consideration must be given. A further
question arises, that of obtaining a
market for the wheat. As the Minister for
Lands said, we had n few weeks ago nearly
7,000,000 bushels of wheat unsold in the
State; and, admittedly, wheat has been
sold at a remarkably low price. As the
Minister also pointed out, if it were nof
for sales of wheat to China and other eonun-
tries whose people are substituting wheat
for their usual food supplies, we would be
in a hopeless position. To-day we have
3,500,000 bushels of wheat whish it will be
very difficult to dispose of. So that mem-
bers may realise the position, I obtained
this morning particulars of the wheat posi-
tion in two of the big wheat exporting
countries—Argentine——

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Does that come
under the amendment?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I desire to show
how impossible it is to stabilise the wheat
industry.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not wish to burke
disenssion, but would ask the hon. member
to keep to the amendment.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: 1 will prove how
diffieult it is to stabilise the industry.
Some responsibility must be aceepted by
our Governments; it eannot all be placed
on the farmers. The Argentine at the pre-
sent time has 3,985,540 metric tons of
wheat for sale, equal to 146 million bushels,
and is offering it for 10 per cent. below the
price of the last sale, which is equal to
about 17s. 6d. a quarter of eight bushels.
At that priece it cannot sell. That country
is stabilising wheat, unfortunately for us,
by fixing a price of 3s. 2d. a bushel at the
port of Buenos Aires. As the Minister
explained to the House, the Argentine is
able, by an internal eurrency, to do that,
beeause it deals with the exchanges itself,
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This aection, of course, is encouraging pro-
duction still further. On top of that,
Canada has no less than 102 million bushels
of wheat as a earry-over from the last har-
vest and at present is garnering another
harvest which will add to that terrific sur-
plus. Let members think of those figures
—102 million bushels of wheat earried over
from last harvest, which would provide for
the whole of the requirements of Canada
for a year. The present harvest, coming
on top of that earry-over, will approximate
300 million bushels. Consequently, when
we talk of stabilising, no ecountry ecan con-
tinue to encourage the production of wheat
at the present stage.

The Argentine finds itself in the position
of having to use every available bit of
storage and cover for its wheat, and at
every siding and railway station ramps
without covers have been built abouf 2 feet
above the ground on which to store the
wheat. A eerlain amount of waste will be
entailed, but the country is faced with the
problem of having to handle another har-
vest. That was our fear in this State.
With the carry-over, the question arose
where we would put the wheat. The Min-
isters who met in eonference will have to
give sericus consideration to other pro-
duetion and fo a restriction of the area
cropped. There must be some restriction
of area, For the MMinister to say that he
does not belicve in restrietion is idle. It
is futile to eontinue to encourage the pro-
duction of wheat when we cannot find a
market for it.

The Minister is leaving for the Bastern
States to-morrow night to be present at the
resumption of the conference, and we should
give him our baecking and show him that we
are hehind him by doing something towards
providing for restriction in one way or an-
other. Certainly we cannot go on encourag-
ing production. Still this will not relieve
the farmers from the difficulties consequent
uponr the low prices. The proposed stabil-
isation scheme will give to the farmers at
the outside 10d. a bushel which, with 1s. =
hushel at a fourpenny siding—though the
price has risen a litile, being 1s. 2d.
to-day- '

Me. Patrick : This morning it was 1s. 1%d.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That will bring
the figure to only 2s., which is a very un-
profitable price. On sueh a return the farmer
cannot possibly make ends meet. There may
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who have provided credit in the past will
not be able to continue to provide credit
when they know the commodity is being
oftered for sale at such a remarkably low
price.  We have to realise that hopes bave
been raised in the minds of the fayrmers that
il is possible to give them 4s. a bushel.

The Premier: With control?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM : No, without cou-
trol.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder! I think the
Leader of the Opposition is departing from
the amendment now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: ¥ am dealing with
stabilisation. We cannot stabilise wheat at
4s. n bushel. I defy any Government, Fed-
eral or State, to police such a scheme. Yet
we have the present Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Federal House saying that he
eould guarantee the farmers 4s. a bushel.

iMr. SPEAKER: What the Leader of the
Opposition said in the Federal House has
nothing to do with the amendment,

Hon. €. G. LATHAM : He made the staie-
ment, not in the Federal House, but in Perth
to-day.

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do
with the amendment. I must ask the hon.
member to discuss the amendment.

on, C. G. LATITAM: How can we pos-
sibly stabilise the price of wheat if that
ides is instilled into the minds of the far-
mers?

Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment is plain
cnough. The Leader of the Opposition must
be, and I am sure is, able to appreciate
what it says. Therefore, T ask him to dis-
euss the amendment.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The amendment
proposes that we shounld advise His Excel-
lency that the provision made by the con.
ferenee of Premiers for stabilising the i
dustry is inadequate. When other publie
men enconrage the belief that 4s. ean be
paid, what is the position of the Premiers?
There is only one way to meet the position,
and that is to give the man responsible an
opportunity to give effect to his proposal.
Evidently in his mind there is 2 method of
stabilising wheat, and at a price which I
consider is impossible.

The amendment might be a little out of
order. The present might be too early to
table sueh an amendment, but the fact of
its heing moved does give an opportunity
for us to point out that the farmers of fhis
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State are not satistied with the scheme that
bas been suggested. At the same time, 1
wish to convey elearly to the Minister for
Lands that, while we are dissatisfied, we
do not want him to return from the confer-
ence without the offer that has already been
made, simply because we desire something
more.

The Minister for Lands: You will aceepy
that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I would, though
it is inadequate.

Mr. Rodoreda: What would be adequate?

Hon. . G. LATHAM : A price of at least
3s. 6d. at sidings. Even then some assist-
ance would have to be given, or the debt
condition of the farmers would need fur-
ther eonsideration. They cannot meet their
liabilities of years gone by with wheat sell-
ing nt that price.

Mr. Rodoreda: Then that would not be
adequate?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It would be ade-
quate for the time heing, bearing in mind
the aetual position. I sappose the Pre-
mier was quite right in describing the
amendment as being a little premature, be-
cause no decision has been reached, although
we have been advised that this is the best
that can be done towards stabilising the in-
dustry. I sincerely hope that the Premier,
who does not believe in restriction, does not
intend to prevent us from accepting the 10d.
a bushel which is probabhly available under
the scheme. Such assistance will aeccom-
plish some stabilisation. Unfortunately, we
in Western Australia are greatly dependent
upon the primary industries, but the East-
ern States have many other industries.
Their eeconomy is far broader than is ours.
Therefore, it is much easier for them to
stahilise their industry than for us to stabi-
lise ours. While I am pleased that the
Premier has approached the amendment as
he has done, the position is definitely very
sertons. We do not want to see 8,000 men
walking off their holdings because we
cannot give them a stabilised price for a
commodity so important to this State. The
industry is of great importance to the State
as it helps us so materially to meet our
overseas indebtedness. Yet the opportunity
is limited by the restricted market overseas
in which to place our produet.
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MR. WATTS (Katanning—on amend-
ment) [5.0]: 1 support the amendment.
There is little doubt that the propo-
sals made at the Premiers’ Conference
are quite inadequate for the wheat-
growers. When dealing with the mat-
ter yesterday, the Minister for Lands took
up the attitude, I think, that half a loaf was
hetter than no bread. True, but he did not
establish in my mind that a very vigorous
effort had hren made to increase the quan-
tity of bread from a half to three-quarters
of a loaf or more,

The Premier: Have you read the Prime
Minister’s second statement?

Mr. WATTS: Yes, although I did not find
in the Press the report of any serious at-
tempt to persuade the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment that more funds ought to he found
for this purpose.

The Premier: Your could not have read
what was said.

Mr. WATTS: Representations of that
nature may have heen made, but I do not
gather either from the Press reports or from
the speech of the Minister that that was so.
Viewed from the standpoint of the wheat-
growers it can only be said at present that
the offer is inadequate. Yesterday we
gleaned from the Minister for Lands that the
price the farmers were likely to receive as
the net result of the proposals, if carried
into effect, would be approximately 2s. 2d.
a bushel at siding. Other caleulations have
been made showing a figure less than that
sum, and certainly none has been made
showing a fignre greater. Because I do not
want to throw this argument into the most
unfavourable light, T will take the highest
fignre, namely 2s, 2d., although it may be
less than that in the ultimate result. In the
past two years considerable work has been
dene by the trustees under the Farmers’
Dehts Adjustiment Act.

AMr. SPEAKER: Order! I do not know
that the hon. member can diseuss that Aet.

Mr. WATTS: It will have reference to
the amendment. A lot of work has been done
by the trustees under that Act. In evidence
given before the select committee in 1937,
Mr. White informed members of that body
that 3s. 4d. a bushel had been used as a basis
for debt adjustment. That was stated on
page 22 of the evidence, question 635, and
the amount was caleulated on the State aver-
age of 12 bushels, which the witness regarded
as a reasonable basis. On page 22 of the
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evidence Mr. White said that 3s. a bushel,
f.0.b.—this would be equal to about 2s. 4d.
at siding—was an ontrageous amonnt on
which to operate, and that nobody eould pay
his way if that were all he was going to get
for his wheat. Mr. White is 4 man of vast
experience in these affairs. He said it was
an outrageous price, because nohody could
pay his way at that ligure. Notwithstanding
this, we are asked in this House to refrain
from supporting an amendment regretting
that the Hguare suggested should be a maxi-
mum of 2s. 2d. at siding, or 2d. less per
bushel than the sum at which Mr. White said
it was not possible to grow wheat. There is
an accumulation of evidence, beyond what
has been referred to by me, to indicate that
that sum is totally inadequate. In conse-
quence we are obliged, as representing, to
some extent some of us and to a large extent
others, the wheatgrowers of the State, to
endeavour to show that further representa-
tions ought to be made, and ean he made, to
increase the amount.

I believe the majority of the growers
would he quite satisfied this year, in view of
all the difficulties, if they could receive an
~mount equal to the cost of production. We

koow that 2d. above the sum sug-
wested would be the price at which
it would not be possible to grow

wheat, and the general opinion is that
the price should be about 3s. 4d. a bushel at
siding. I suggest that if a proposal to that
effect were advanced, backed by the Com-
monwealth and State Governments, much of
the argument would cease. It would not
cease altogether, beeause even at that figure
there would be no element of profit. At
present we are asking growers to produce
wheat, and to continue to do so, at a definite
loss. ‘The result will be that as debt adjnst-
ment has been made on the basis of 3s. 4d.
at siding, all the debt adjustment that has
been made will be wasted, because producers
will not be receiving anything like the price
that has been used as the basis of adjust-
ment.

The Premier: -Would you give the basic
wage to everyone who is out of work?

Mr. WATTS: That is being paid by the
Government.

The Premier: Oh, no!

Myr. WATTS: The basic wage is being
paid to those people. When a man has cer-
tain familv responsibilities, he has been pet-
ting full-time work for a long period.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is getting away from the amendment.

Mr. WATTS: I gather that the Common-
wealth Government made certain proposals,
and subsequently agreed to increase its pro-
portion and reduce the States’ proportion,
because the States apparently were unabie
to go to the extent the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment regquired. A strong opinion exists
~—ung I think it is the correct one—that the
Commonwealth Government shonld be asked
to contribute more; not that the States
should do so. With the reservation that the
Commonwealth Government should be asked
to eonfribute more, I agree with those who
say that the matter is a responsibility of
that Government, although I think the
States could within reason render their quota
of assistance. I cannot altogether agree
with Mr. Dunstan's point of view, He said
he would have no restriclion on production.
The matter requires move mature considera-
tion than that gentleman has given to it.
1 do not agree with his idea that Victoria
is suffering more because Western Australia
is getting some funds out of that State, as
he indicated was the position, Vietoria has
had too much from us already, especially in
respect of secondary industries,

The Minister rightly pointed out that the
wheat industry proportionately is worth more
to Western Australia than to any other
Btate hecause of our great production rela-
fively to our small population, That is
a sound reason for going back to the Com-
monwealth Government and asking it for
more assistanee. Tt is all very well for the
Minister to say that the request for an in-
creased amount would be fantastic. From
a pernsal of the newspaper this evening, I
do not think that the Minister’s colleague,
the Federal Leader of the Opposition, agrees
with him,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Federal
Leader of the Opposition has nothing to do
with this amendment.

Mr. WATTS: On the point that the
amount wounld be inadequate, the Minister
said that 16 millions of money would be the
ficure if a sufficient bounty on wheat was
patd. Two millions of that would repre-
sent the maxiinum amount the Federal Gov-
ernment could possibly find at present. T
sugrest that if this country was at war, it
would not be a matter of merely two million
prounds that would be raised.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
dealing with war.

Mr., WATTS: It is necessary, I take it—

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary at
all. The hon. member must deal with the
amendment. We are not discussing war,
nor the possibility of war.

Mr. WATTS: War would affect the price
of wheat.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are dealing ounly
with the Premiers’ Conference for the stabi-
lisation of wheat,

Mr. WATTS: It would also affect that.
If any defence was required, the Common-
wealth Government would have to find many
more millions than it is asked fo find for
the assistanee of wheatgrowers. The Gov-
ernment could provide more adequate funds
for the growers, just as it would have to
find greater funds in the circumstances I
bave mentioned. If the industry is worth
preserving, as the information we have re-
ceived from the Minister for Lands leads us
‘0 believe it is worth preserving for Wes-
tern Australia, it is equally worth preserving
financially by a greater amount being added
to the fund, just as a greater amount would
have to be expended in the circnmstances to
which I have referred. That would provide
the community with a share it dees not now
receive. It would benefit the country by
way of trade and turnover in trade. The
greater the amount that is found and the
more adequate it is to the eircumstances,
the more likely is it that business and em-
ployment generally will inerease and econ-
tinne at & more satisfactory rate than is
the case at present.

T cannot understand why the Minister for
Lands should have taken up the attitude
that this is the fullest amount the Common-
wealth Government can provide. We are
all agreed that the wheat industry in Wes-
tern Australia is worth preserving, angd is
worthy of a greater effort on the part of
the Cemmonwealth Government. It is of
no use to ask the whealgrower fo continue
in production at & price definitely helow

We are not

any cost of production, apart altogether

from profits, I have the greatest respect for
the Minister, and I think his bona fides can-
not be impugned. I ask him to go back to
the Commonwealth Government and point
ont that the amount it proposes to give is
wholly inadequate. It means that the far-
mers are asked to lose still more money hy
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continuing production. I hope he will mnake
every effort to have the amount inereased.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth—on
amendment) [3.13]: I appreciate the
motive of the member for Pipgelly (Mr.
Seward) in moving the amendment. He
is particularly concerned with the diffienl-
ties of wheat farmers owing to the unpre-
cedented fall in the export price of wheat.
He has my sympathy. The amendment,
however, may he vead in two ways. It
suggests that the proposal of the Premiers’
Conferenee is inadequate, and that the
amowit to be paid by way of relicf is in-
sufficient. There c¢an be no possible dis-
agreement about that. Members will agree
that the proposed amount is inadequate as
applying to wheatgrowing, and does not
put the industry on anything like a profit-
able basis. The Prime Minister would pro-
bably be the first to agree that £3,500,000,
the emount proposed to be found, plus flour
tax, is not adequate to meet the present
needs of the indastry.

Mr, F. C. L. Smith: It depends on the
purse.

Mr. MeDONALD: The word “adequate”
has to be considered in relation to
other eircumstances. It has to be con-
sidered in relation to the amount of money
the Commonwealth Government and the
State Governments can find. We might
agree that the amount fourd by the Com-
monwealth and State Governments for
many things is inadequate; that the money
found for the relief of unemployment is
insufficient, that the amount found for our
schools, our public heaith, ete, is nat
adequate.

Myr. SPEAKER: Order! We are not dis-
cussing schools or health, but the Premiers’
Conference and wheat siabilisation.

Mr. MeDONALD: Yes. I merely desire
to point out that the term “adequacy” has
to be considered in relation to the funds
available. That is an unforturnate faet
from which we cannot get away, Whether
we view it from the standpoint of the Fed-
eral Government or the State Governments,
the ndequacy of the sum at present pro-
posed to be set aside can he questioned in
relation to the condition of the wheat
growing industry. If we set aside approxi-
mately £7,000,000 for the current year and
admit that amount is not all that is needed
tn meet the requirements of the industry
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this year, it does not follow that eonditions
next year may not be better. The export
price of wheat may have risen, and the
amount available to assist the wheatgrow-
ing industry may possibly be much larger.

Mr., Watts: What prospect is there of
that?

Mr. Raphael: A war.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 1 draw hon.
members’ attention to the fact that we are
not discussing what may happen this year
or the year after. What is under diseussion
is the provision at present made by the Pre-
miers' Conference.

Mr. MeDONALD: Quite so, Al
Bpeaker; Jut I think T might be allowed
to say that when we are discussing the
sum proposed to be allocated for the reliefl
of the wheatgrowers at the present june-
ture, we may consider that, although th-
amount is inadequate for this season and
although there may be a shortage between
the revenue and expenditure of the farm-
ery this season, this position may not neces-
sarily continue in the following season.
If we take an optimistic view, the
position may not he the same in subse-
quent seasons. I am not prepared to sup-
port the amendment in terms that involve
a reflection, or may aven imply censure,
upon the Federal and State Governments at
this junecture. The Federal Government in
particular and all State Governments to a
degree are just now confronted by quite un-
precedented circumstances, If T may be
permitted to go a little further, the
Federal Government is not only faced
with the necessity to assist those engaged
in the wheatgrowing industry, but with eom-
mitments already made. Most decidedly the
Federal Government has to face a huge ex-
penditere on defence.

Mr. SPEAKER: Of course that has
nothing to do with the amendment.

Mr. McDONALD : No. If I can persuade
you, Mr, Speaker, to adopt a rather more
liberal view of the terms of the amendment.
you will allow me to point out that if it is
claimed that £7,000,000 is inadequate to
meet the requirements of the partienlar
branch of primary industry under diseus-
sion, we can reasonably bear in mind that
the Federal and State Governments have
other commitments to meet. If we regard
those other commitments as of paramount
importance, seeing that they are inescap-
able and involve the defence of the country,
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then we must realise that the term “inade-
quate” may not be justly applied to the
amount of assistance under discussion,
having regard to the extent of finance
available—even although, as I admit, from
the point of view of balancing the farmers’
ledger, and as the Prime Minister himself
would be the first to admit, £7,000,000 is not
un adequate sum with which to achieve
that end. If T were to run the risk of
speaking outside the strict scope of the
amendment, I would also say that I do not
think any Government, Federal or State,
should exhaust its funds without regard to
its obligations beyond any one industry,
There are other industries that may require
assistance. The Minister for Lands ad-
vapced that point during his speech last
cvening. That is a possibility that any
prudent Government must take into con- -
sideration in determining what amount ean
be made available for the assistance of any
one industry. In common with all others,
I agree that the wheatgrowing industry in
Australia. is of national importanee. Cer-
tainly it is of vital importance to a State
like Western Australia. T am prepared to
sapport the maximum national effort
possible to raise funds for tiding the in-
dustry over the present crisis; but I am
not prepared to say, if the amendment is
intended to eouvey any such implication,
that any censure is to be attached to the
Federal or State Governments in relation to
the financial proposals that are now under
consideration. I do not know whether the
member for Pingelly (Mr. Seward), who
moved the amendment, will consider s
purpose has been achieved by the diseussion
that has ensued and the consideration grven
to the ease on behalf of the wheatgrowers
that has been presented to Parliamernt ; but,
if he desires the amendment to be taken to
a division, T must move—

That the amendment be amended by the
addition of the following words:—*‘to meet
the present needs of the industry but eon-
siders that the provision proposed to be made
should not be rejected without grave con-
sideration.’’

The Premier: Why “without grave con.
sideration” ?

Mr. MeDONALD: I could almost leave
ont those three words. I am satisfied to
leave the amendment in the terms T sug-
zest, and allow the whole matter to rest
at the di~eretion of the (lovernments cou-
cerned, including our own State Govern-
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ment. If those Governments, in the light
of c¢ircumstances, consider that course
necessary, let them reject the proposals. I
think the Leader of the Oppesition ex-
pressed similar views fo those I advance
when I suggest that we wonld be unwise to
reject proposals that will represent a sub-
stantial measure of relief to the wheatgrow-
mg industry of this State.

MR. BOYLE (Avon—on amendment)
[6.24]: I find myself in a rather un-
fortunate position in face of the re-
peated warnings and ruolings by M.
Speaker that we must confine ouwr
selves to the strict wording of the amend-
ment. We must bowl at one stump in this
game. I do not quarrel with, or disagree
with, your raling, Mr. Speaker; but I ean-
not understand why the Premier and the
Minister for Lands will not admit the elaim
that the proposals of the Premiers’ Confer-
ence are inadequate. I can see nothing
wrong in advising ITis Excellency the Lieut.-
Governor to that effeet. No reflection upon
the work of the Premier or the Minister in
the Bastern States is implied by the amend-
ment. Every member of the House will
concede that both the Premier and the Min-
ister did their best on hehalf of the wheat-
growers. I do not think any member of
this Chamber will cavil at that statement,
but one ean he too sensitive in such mat-
ters, The Premier has found fault with
the amendmont moved by the member for
Pingelly (Mr. Seward)., I remind the
House that the amount of £2,000,000
offered by the Prime Minister on behalf of
tha Federal Government is, of all tha
amounts oranted to the wheatgrowing in-
dustre, the second lowest of the five made
available to the farmers of Australia during
the past nine years. The Premier knows
that when the Prime Minister addressed the
conference he offered £1,750,000, and that
the Premier of Victoria, Mr. Dunstan, raised
the one discordant note in consequence. In
order to placate Mr, Dunstan, the Prime
Minister then raised his maximum offer to
£2.000.000,

The Premier: Nothing of the kind.

The Minister for Lands: No, certainly
not.

Mr. BOYLE: I am going on the Press
report.

The Premier: Then the Press report was
Wrong.
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Mr. BOYLE: If so, that is different.

The Premier: The Premier of New South
Wales, supported by me, secured that.

Mr. BOYLE: You got the extra £250,000
from the Prime Minister?

The Premizr: Ye=.

Mr. BOYLE : Then it was not a voluntary
offer by the Prime Minister?

The Premier: It was not offered to pla-
cate AMr. Dunstan.

Mr. BOYLE: T stand corrected on that
point. Then the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is to raise £1,7530,000——

The Premier: The amount was not even
to be raised; the Prime Minister said he
would submit the proposal to his Cabinet.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We are getting it
bit by bit.

Mr. BOYLE: T am being put in order.

'The Premier: Dg vou not wish to be ecor-
rect?

Mr. BOYLE: Yes. Naturally, we have
had merely the Press reports to go on. My
point is that £2,000,000 is the total amount
that the Commonwenith Government is pre-
pared to make available, The Premier said
that the Prime Minister was adamant on the
point. That means that the responsibility
for finding £€1,750,000 has to be shouldered
by the State Governments. That is the
position. The argument that now ensues is
whether the farmers are to reeeive the
assistancee on an acreage or on a population
basis. If the aid is to be paid on produc-
tion, Western Australia will fare badly, for
a much greater amount wonld have to be
made available if the assistanee were on the
population basis, which wonld be far more
reasonable. Australian industries that have
received bounties have not been stabilised
by any manner of means. An attempt is
heing made to provide a further bounty for
the Australian wheatgrowers, but no sum
for stabilisation purposes is mentioned at
all. The member for West Perth (Mr. Me-
Donald) mentioned that £7,000,000 was to
be raised, included in which was £3,500,000
that would he taken from the flour tax.
With the addition of the £2,000,000 to be
provided by the Federal Government, that
brings the Commonwealth assistance up to
£5,500,000, the balance of the £7,000,000
having to he found by the States. The Com-
monwealth “Year Book” discloses the faet
that in 1031-32 the Federal Government
naid a bounty of £3.429.000 to the wheat-
growers of Australia. At that time wheat
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was priced at not less than 2s. 3d. per bushel
at sidings, or over 1s. 2d. more thap it is
to-day. In 1932-33 the sum of £2,000,000
was found. In 1933-34——

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! We shall find
ourselves back te 1900 directly, The
amendment has reference only fo the pro-
vision made by the recent conference of
Premiers, and suggests that the provision
was inadequate,

Mr. BOYLE: Well, Mr. Speaker, i{ is
very difficult to prove a ecase of inade-
quacy

Mr. SPEAKER: Of course the Speaker
is not to blame for that. The fault lies in
the way in which the amendment has been
drafted. My duty is to ensure that the
hon. member keeps his remarks within the
seope of the amendment.

Mr. BOYLE: How on earth am I to
prove inadequacy without comparing the
amount proposed with some previous sum¥
I fail to see how I can prove a case of
inadequacy if I cannot quote comparable
suma. I wish to point out to the House
that the £2,000,000 that has been offered by
the Commonwealth Government is in the
form of bounty assistance to the wheat-
growers. To indicate its adequaey or in-
adequaey is possible enly by comparing the
ammount with previous sums that have been
found by the Commonwealth Government
for the assistance of wheatgrowers. In
order to do that, surely I am permitted
to refer to the first bounty granted in
1931-32¢ If I am not permitted to do
that, it is impossible for me not only to
prove a case, but even (o state a case. I
am proving from the figures 1 am quoting
—and I take it I have your permission to
continue——

Mr. SPEAKER: I think we had better
get back to the amendment. I rule the
hon. member out of order in going back
through the Year Book to eonsult figures
relating to past years with a view to speak-
ing to the amendment under diseussion.

Mr. BOYLE: This is a most extra.
ordinary position, and I am afraid I shall
be compelled to disagree with your ruling,
Sir.

Dissent from Speaker's Ruling.
Mr. Boyle: I move—

That the House dissent from the Speaker’s
ruling.
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Question put. and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves .. - .19
Noes . A4
Majority against .. o b
AYES
Mr. Abbott Mr. Patrlek
Mr Boyle Mr. Sampszon
Mre. Cardell-Qliver Mr. Seward
Mr Hih Mr. Shearn
Mr. Keenan Mr. J, H. Smith
Mr., Lotham Mr. Thorn
Mr. Maan Mr. Warnper
Mr. McDonald Mr, Watte
Mr. McLarty Mr. Doney
Mr. Nerth { Teller. )
NuEs,
Mr. Caverley Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Oross Mr. Panton
Mr. Fox Mr, Raphael
Mr. Hawke Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. F. C. L. §mith
Mr. W, Hegney Mr, Styants
Mr. Holman Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Hughes Mr. Triat
Mr. Leashy Mr., Willcock
Mr. Marghall ’ Mr. Wise
Mr. Millington Mr, Withers
Mr, Needham Mr, Wilson
{Teller. )
PaIn,

AYE, ] No,
Mr. Stubbs Mr. Johnson
Question (dissent) thus negatived.

Debate Resumed.

Mr. BOYLE: I am very mueh afraia
that any pearls I had to throw must Te-
main in the bag, so to speak. I must bow
to the decision of the House, but I find
myself placed in an utterly impossible
position. I cannot ecomment on the deci-
sion, but I think I am in order in contend-
ing that the tentative provision made is

inadequate. I will leave the matter at
that. '
MRE. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin—on

amendment) [5.36]: The remarks that
I had intended making on the amend-
ment to the amendment will, upon
the wholly unexpected ruling of the
Speaker, nced to be postponed to the
discussion upon the main  question.
Therefore I eontent myself by requesting
that the Minister for Lands, it he should
intervene in the debate, will elarify the
position and let us know exactly what zddi-
tion to the present price of wheat is im-
plied in the two bonuses that farmers are
expecting to receive. I think the Minister
is quoted as having said yesterday that the
total amount would be 2s. 24. a bushel,
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The Minister for Lands: I did not use
that as 2 specific sum. A specific sum can-
not be stated. ¥irst of all the harvest has
to be anticipated.

Mr., DONEY: Quite so; but the amount
a farmer may expect to reeeive is based
oun the figure now being quoted for wheat,
whieh is 1s. 114d. a bushel.

The Premier: Yes, but how muech wheat?
How many millions of bushels?

Mr. DONEY: The amount is heing based
on 140,000,000 bushels, I admit that the
production for this yesr is likely to be
nearer 170,000,000 bushels, but we are bas-
ing our figures on the yield of 140,000,000
bushels guoted by the Prime Minister,

The Minister for Works: Both are
gresses.

Mr, DONEY: May I put it this way—
the simplest way in which I can think of
putting it—that the amount that we are
likely to reeeive from the flour tax this
vear is £4,000,000%

The Minister for Lands: Nearly. We are
not sure of that.

Mr. DONEY: Of course not; but the
Minister raust base his caleulations on
some figure, and I am doing precisely the
same thing. I am taking the £4,000,000 as
a basis, and that works out at 534d. a
bushel. Using the same proportioms, the
£3,500,000 that we anticipate will ensue
from the present bonusing method will pro-
vide another 5d. per bushel. Fivepence and
5%1d. plainly total 1034d., and that, added
to the 1s. 134d. per bushel which is quoted
for wheat to-day, will make the amount
exaetly 2s. The Minister seems reluctant
to admit that the assistance being granted
will not amount to more than that. T would
ask the Minister to explain:

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is not
in order asking the Minister anything. He
should address the Chair.

Mr. DONEY: In that case may I just
hope that the Minister will find it con-
venient to make the required explanation.
I am wholeheartedly behind the amend-
ment of the leader of the National Farty,
the member for West Perth (BMr.
McDonald), to the amendment moved by
the memher for Pingelly (Mr. Seward).

Amendment on amendment put and

passed.
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Amendment, as amended, put and division
taken with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. . .. 20
Noes 25
Majority against 5
AYFS.
Mr. Abbott 1 Mr, Narth
Mr. Boyle || Mr. Patrick
Mra., Cardell-Qliver Mr. Sampson
Mr, Hill - Mr, Seward
Mr. Hughes Mr. Shearn
Mr. Kecnan 1 Mr. J. H, Smith
Mr. Latham Mr. Thorn
Mr, Mann Mr, Warner
Mr. McDonald Mr. Watts
Mr., McLarty Mr. Doney
fTeller.}
NoESs,
Mr. Qolifer Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Coverley Mr. Panton
Mr. Cross Mr. Raphael
Mr. Fox Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Hawke Mr, F. €. L. Smitk
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Styants
Mr. W, Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Holman Mr. Triat
Mr. Lambert Mr. ‘Willeoch
Mr. Leahy Mr. Wise
Mr. Morshall Mr. Withers
Mr. Millington My, Wilson
Mr. Needham (Teller.)
PAIR.
AYE. | No.
Mr. Stubbs ™r, Jobnaon
Amendment thus negatived.
MR. FOX (South Fremantle) [5.15]:

May T he permitted, Mr. Speaker, to join
with the other members who have already
eongratulated you on your elevation to the
Speakership. I notice you have been sub-
jected to a great deal of erificism, both in-
side and outside the House, for not wear-
ing the wig, and I suppese also the gown.
The member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) and
the member for Beverley (Mr. Mann) were
very indignani because you decid>d not to
carry on one of the fraditions of the Mother
of Parliaments. During the last session of
Parliament those members themselves did
not follow slavishly some of the traditions
of the Mother of Parliaments—I refer to
something that was done to carb the
power of the House of Lords. When
a Bill is considered and passed by tha
House of Commons three times, and
it is rejected by the House of Lords three
times, it antomatically becomes law, I do not
recall that the two members to whom I have
just referred urged last sessidn that we
chould follow the procedure adopted by the
House of Commons in respect to legislation
rejected by another place. Reverting for
a moment to the Speaker's wig and gown,
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I read some comments by Philos in the
“West Australian,” who advanced the sug-
gestion that if the Speaker wore the wig
and gown, there was no reason why some
of the members should not be somewhat
similarly decorated. I cannot see anything
wrong with a propoesal of that kind. Why
should not the Premier carry balf-a-dozen
stars, and the other members of the Min-
istry perhaps one or two each? Neither
would there be anything wrong if the mem-
ber for Swan decided fo carry a decoration,
if only to show that he had been singled
out by his eleetorate for parliamentary
honours, or if the member for Beverley also
decided to wear a distingnishing badge, per-
haps to let evervone know that he was
something ahove everybody else in the
Beverley electorate. My belief iy that if the
gentleman who oceupies the Speaker’s Chair
does not desire to wear the wig, it shonld
not be a matter that need cause us worry.
Personally I prefer to see the Speaker with-
ont the trappings of office. Not one of the
members who have spoken has made men-
tion of the fact that this is not the first
oceasion on which the Speaker has not worn
wig or gown. There have been thirtesn
Speakers altogether and no fewer than six
have not worn the wig and gown, and all
were not Lahour members either. Three of
them were Labour members and three were
not. In the last Parliament the member
for Leederville did not wear the wig; he
only wore the gown, and the reason for his
wearing the gown was, I think, utilitarian
more than respeet for tradition. T desire
to congratulate the new Ministers on their
clevation to office and T wish them sunecess.
1 also congratulate new members. The lat-
est additions to this side of the House have
had considerable industrial experience, and
I am eonvinced that they will add strength
fo the debating power of the House.

Reference has heen made to the wheat in-
dustry and the deplorable position in which
the farmers find themselves at the present
time. No matter what we may do, T snp-
pose it will only be a palliative, as Mr.
Marshall pointed out.

Mr. SPEARKER: Order!

Mr. FOX: T am sorry; I shonld have
said the member for Murchison. That hen.
member in an able speech declared that
there would not be any relief for the far-
mers until there was a change in the
monetary system. We all agree with him.
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The Leader of the Opposition suggested that
we should take from revenue, for the pur-
pose of assisting the farmers, the sum of
£1,000,000. I trust that no money will be
taken from revenne by the Government. If
anything of that kind were done, we would
deprive 7,000 people, who are dependent on
the Government for relief work, of that
form of employment to which they were
entitled. I should like to know who is te
blame for the present condition of affairs,
not only in the wheat industry but in every
other industry in Australia. All the wheat-
producing States in Australia, with the ex-
eeption of Western Australia, have anti-
Labour Governments. There is alse an
anti-Labour Government in the Federsl Par-
liament. In fact, right throughout the
world, with the exception perhaps of Rus-
sia, the world is being governed by anti-
Labhour Administrations.

Mr. Thorn: Has that anytbing to do with
the price of wheat?

My, FOX: It has everything to do with the
condition of a great majority of the people.
By that T mean the way in which the world
has been ruled in the last hundred years or
0. The parlous condition in which other in-
dustries find themselves is due to the associa-
tion ‘'of the Country party with the party
with which it has in the past been allied and
wilh which it is still associated.

Mr. Thorn: Now you are talking non-
sense !

Mr. FOX: I am speaking the truth. At
the last conference of the wheatgrowers it
was suggested that the Country Party should
link up with the Labour Party. That was
one of the most sensible suggestions ever ad-
vanced. The hon. member’s party is associ-
ated with people who have been living on
that party for generations. I remember when
the Bulk Handling Bill was brought down 1
did all T could at Fremantle to prevent its
coming into operation unless the Government
declared il would provide avenues of em.
ployment for the men that the measure
threatened to displace. At that time we had
the assistanee of all the merchants in Perth;
they were getting a cut from the importation
of eornsacks, and of course that was the
only interest they had in opposing bulk
handling. The proper place for the Country
Party to-day is on this side of the House

Opposition Members: Hear, hear!

Mr, FOX: What 1 mean is, on this side of
the House, with us.



290

Mr. J. Hegney: There is nothing to stop
them joining us now.

Mz, FOX: We might have some farming-
district representation in the near future
1 think we have a very good chanee in that
direction. Reverting to the position of the
wheatgrowers if any relief is given 1 hope
farmers will not forget the men who work
tor them. Those men are just as entitled to
enjoy a decent standard of living as are the
farmers themselves.

Mr. Doney: There are very few working
tor farmers now.

Mr. FOX: We all agree that everyone in
the community should have a decent stan-
dard of living, and as a representative of the
port, I recognise how important the wheat
industry is to the metropolitan area and to
Fremantle and the other ports of the State,

Mr. Mann: Do you suggest that the
farmer does not treat his employees
properly?

Mr. FOX: Where wages are concerned
they do not, Farmers are just the same as
other classes of employers; if they had the
money, 1 suppose they wonld pay decent
wages. [ attended a mecting once in
conneetion with  other primary indus-
tries where the question of organising
a union was the subject of considera-
tion, and it was agreed that the price
being paid for the paricular primarr
producet would not permit the employers to
pay decent wages. That is what we are
talking about all the time, and that is why T
say that members opposite ave sitting on
the wrong side of the House, They shonld
be with us and should try to bring about
better sovial conditions than those under
whieh we are living at the present time,

Myr. Thorn: Could you not come over to
this side of the House?

Mr. FOX: I would not feel very comfort-
able over there. I do not know why mem-
bers oj osite are so nnruly. A branch of
primary industry that is in urgent need of
assistance—a branch that is as badly off
as the wheatgrowers—is that associated
with motor transport. I can see that there
will have to be a restriction of market-gar-
den produnce in the not distant future, Al
the present time it is just ag easy to earry
a load of produce a distance of 60 or 70
miles to the metropolitan markets as it was
20 years ago to convey a load merely 10
or 12 miles, and it was then a very small
load, too. The Minister for Agriculture, I
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understand, intends to bring down a mar-
keting Bill this session. I know that mar-
ket gardeners will weleome it, but I believe
that there should alse be registration of
growers and production as well.

There is another matter of great import-
ance to every district of the State and that
is the iniention of the Workers’ Homes
Board to build a considerable number of
new homes this year. I understand that the
board purposes making provision for an
additional 250 houses in the coming year.
There is an acute shortage of houses in the
metropolitan  area and  particularly at
Fremantle. At Fremantle there are to
be found wooden houses that are 40
or 50 years old. In many instances
they have been huilt too close together and
consequently the frontages are very
parrow. Quite a number of them really
should be condemned. Many of them are
fet at exorbitant rentals. One would not eare
to value them at more than £200 or £250,
but the rents that are being obtained are as
rmuch as 155 and 17s. 6d. per week, figures
that arg altoguther out of proportion to the
capital value. T had Dbrought under my
notice a day or two ago an instance where
a man purchased a house earrying two
mortgages. He had to pay 9 per cent. on each
morfgage until the specificd pries at which he
purchased was liquidated. Members can
realise what amount that man had to pay
in interest. At some time in the liquida-
tion the interest would run into something
like £70 or £80. I do not know which sta-
tute would apply in a ease of this sort, bat
it certainly should be amended to prevent a
repotition of a business deal of that deserip-
tion. It is nothing short of robbery. The
Workers’ Homes Board, by building houses
for these people, will prevent their falling
into the clutches of extremely undesirable
persons. Most of the people who enter into
those agreements have renlly no idea of
what they are signing. They sign, and
after paying for five or six vears they make
infuiries and diseover the true position. To
allow transactions of that kind is a scandal.

Now I wish to be n little parochial and
to allude to two or threc matters affecting
the eleetornte ) represem. 1 bave u few
words to say about school yards in my clee-
torate, and their deplorable econiition. In-
vislentally, the Minister for Works might
take some notice of this matter. A pood
deal of work could be vroviled for unem-
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ployed men in the metropolitan area adja-
cent to their homes if the Minister would
have a survey made of metropolitan school
yards and put them in order.

The Minister for Works: That has been
done.

Mr. FOX: In the ease of some schools.
Recently T visited the South Terrace State
School, ani found that the heavy rains had
wmade n complete mess of the yard. Minia-
ture watercourses were flowing all over the
school ground, and had washed severa! large
holes in it. The school gate opens on to a
main thorouchfare, and heavy rains mean
that small Niagaras rush through the gates,
rendering it difficult for teachers and papils
to enter and leave. Large stones protrude
in the school ground, and are a source of
accidents, One boy had an arm broken at
the elhow—a serious injuory—and another
noy suffered a fracture. There is urgent
aced for putting that school yard in order.

There is another matter connected with
schools to which T desire to eall the atten-
tion of the Minister for Works, because he
15 interested. Recently the old Government
Honse at Fremantle was pulled down, ren.
dering available a piece of ground which 1
hope will he used to enlarge the playgrounds
of the South Terraee school and the Alma
strent infant school. T understand the Fre-
mantle Hospital authorities intend to ob-
tain permission fromm the Minister for
Works to put a road from South Terrace
through the school ground to the hospital
I dare say the hospital anthorities desire an
imposing entrance to the institution. For
that T do not blame them; but I do blame
them for desiring an imposing entrance at
the expense of school children, whose play-
ground would be curtailed. If another en-
trance to the hospital is required, the better
course wonld be to buy a piece of ground
on the Alma street side and arrange for a
road there. The first part of the hospital
fence met with when proceeding up Alma
street could be pulled down and the gap
filled. In this way an admirable entrance
to the hospital could be made. There is yet
another entrance t» the hospital, the ap-
proach heing up the gaol hill and down
Alma street: so there is no need for making
an rntrance thromgh the school yards. On
behalf of the local parents and of
everybody else who is connected with
the school, T enter a most vigorous protest
against any interferenee with the play-

ground of that school. I observed that when
m Claremont a piece of the park was taken
away, no great uproar was made about the
matter; but I assure the House that we
Fremantle people shall moke our protest
more audible, and more strongly felt, than
that of the Claremont people when a piece
of the park was filched from them. An in-
spection has been made with the object of
ascertaining where the road ean be put.
The proposal of the hospital authorities
would make the playground very small, and
again I make a sirong protest against any
interfercnce with that playground. At pPre-
sent Alma street rums right along the in-
fant sehool, and inspectors have commented
upon the diffieuity the teachers have in giv-
ing instruetion while traffic is passing, If a
road were put through the school ground
the Alma street school would heeome H.I';
istand school, and there would he difficulty
in teacliing the childven at all because of
the noise of the continual traffie.

Next, T wish to bring to the notice of the
Minister for Education the need for in-
creased manual-training facilities in the
Fremantie State School. In some cases
additional accommodation is needed, so that
the numerouns boys in the sixth standard
may be catered for in this respect. That
many boys should leave those schools with-
out having received any manual training is
greatly to be regretted. The same remark
applies to girls in the sixth standard. There
the faeilities for domestie training are poor.
No matter what qualifications a girl may
}.1ave, they should include at least some train-
ing in domestic science, so that she may take
her proper place in life after leaving school,

Another matter affecting the distriet I
represent is the need for extending eleetrie
light and power from Fremantle through to
Jandakot and if possible to Armadale. In
those localities there are now many resi-
dences not served with electric light. I un-
derstand the distriet is under the control of
the Fremantle Electric Light Board, but
that board does not at present feel disposed
to extend the curreat. If the Fremantle
Electrie Light Board is not prepared to do
it, the Government should take aetion. In
the district there are three schools which
could be served, besides a number of poultry
farms, and a wool-scouring works. Further,
the putting of eleetric light through that
district would mean the opening up of a
large traect of iand for selection.
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The Minister for Works: Wbat would the
selectors grow !

Mr. FOX: The Government will shortly
have at least 7,000 men on relief. If some
of them were settled under the conditions }
have indicated, with clectrie light and other
facilities, they would be able to grow at
least part of their living, thus relieving the
Government of some of the present expendi-
ture. They would grow vegetables for them-
selves—not for sale. I hope the Minister
will give the suggestion his consideration.

Another subject I desire to deal with 1s
that of superannuation, I know that at
present it applies only to men in permanent
positions under the Government. However,
superannuation should be available to num-
bers of other State employees. Men in semu-
Government employ should be brought under
the scheme; for instance, waterside workers
employed by the Fremantle Harbour Trust.
Some of those men have been employed by
the Trust for upwards of 30 years; and yet,
I am informed, they cannot come under the
scheme simply beeaunse they are casual work-
ers. Their wages are fixed at the casunal rate,
approximating the rate reeeived by workers
permanently employed in similar industries.
To all intents and purposes these waterside
workers are employed by the Fremanile
Harbour Trust as permanent workers, and
therefore should come under the superannu-
ation scheme. Many of them wish to come
under it, and those who have been employed
by the trust for a number of years should
he given the opportunity, Then they would
be able to retire at the age of 65 years, like
(iovernment servants, thereby making room
for oiher men. They would have no difliculty
in keeping up theivr payments. T trust the
Government will mive consideratien to the
putting of men employed on semi-Govern-
ment utilities, hut not classed as permanent
employres, within the scope of superannua-
tion.

Xow I come to a matter in which the Min-
ister for Mines is interested—prospecting. T
have kanowladze of a number of married
men who have recently expressed a desire
to rome under the prospecting scheme, but
who, heeanse they have family responsihili.
ties in the metvopolitan aiea, have heen un-
able to take advantaze of that scheme. 1
vonsider that men desirous of going out
prospecting. even thongh married, should be
riven every encouragement; and I suggest
that the Minister for Mines confer with the
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Employment Department and ascertain
whether it is not practicable to provide ra-
tions for wife and children while the hus-
band is away prospecting. That has been
done oceasionally in the past, and I believe
it would be productive of good if given an-
other trial. Further, 1 consider that many
low-grade shows on the fields might be
worked on a co-operative basis if small bat-
teries were erected. Such a scheme would
give employment to a fair number of men.
The shows might not be good enough for
big companies, but I believe the Government
would save a lot of money, at present being
paid out to unemployed single men. by
adopting my suggoestion. The Government
would also get some returns from small bat-
teries erected adjacent to low-grade propo-
sitions, provided water was available. I
know of two or three such shows where the
department would not stand to lose any-
thing. I do not suggest that the men work-
ing the shows should he put on wages: they
should work on a co-opevative basis, T sug-
gest the putting-up of 5-head or 10-head
batteries—5-head for a start—which would
enable the men to make a decent living and
perhaps to repay the State its expenditure.

The Minister for Mines: The experience
to date has been that it takes a big company
to work a low-grade show.

Mr. FOX: Yes, but some of these shows
would not be big enough for a hig company
wanting to take out about 45,000 tons per
month. I remember that when gold was only
£3 17s. 6d. per ounce—the amount we used
to receive from the banks—men made some
of these low-grade shows pay.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.om.

My. FOX: T was speaking on the subject
of prospecting. I trust the Minister for
Mines will extend a little more assistance to
single men desirous of engaging in prospeect-
ing. At present, they are given £1 a week
and provided with tools and transport. But
men who have been out of work for a con-
siderable period find it diflicult to obtain the
other equipment neeessary to proceed on a
prospeeting toar. 1 sugzest that the de-
partment should at least supply them with
a teul, T made a vain attempt to get a tent
for a couple of vonng men who were setting
out on a prospeeting trip recently, hat was
unable to obtain one from any of the Gov-
crnment departments. Eventually, I sue-
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ceeded in obtaining one elsewhere. I think
the least the department can do, when voung
men are willing to take the chance of en-
gaging in prospecting, is to provide them
with a tent and perhaps some cooking uten-
sils. Their work may result in the finding
of a gold mine and later, perhaps, the em-
ployment of a large number of men.

Another matter to which I desire to draw
attention is the Workers’ Compensation Act.
Recently, two or three cases have come under
my nhotice where woodeutters have been re-
fused compensation, it being held that they
were working under a contract. Another
case is that of & man who was splitting posts
for s farmer and erecting fences. He lost a
finger as the result of an accident, but was
nnable to obtain compensation, it being held
that he also was a contractor. I think the
Act should be amended to bring workers of
that deseription within its ambit. Clearly,
a man splitting posts and erecting fenees is
under the direction of his employer.

Member: No. He is not. .

Mr. FOX: It would be easy for the em-
ployer to insure this class of worker.

Mr. Sampson: Bring them all under the
Act—employers as well as employees.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, FOX: I trust the Act will be amended
this session in the manner I have indicated.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Workers’ compensa-
tion is a very heavy charge against industry
to-dey.

Mr. FOX: An industry should pay the
cost of its aceidents. Another point in this
conneetion to whiech I desire to refer is an
amendment to the Act that was introduced
by the late Mr. McCallum. By that amend-
ment, it was thought a short cut would be
obtained to the medical board. Before the
passing of the amendment, if no agreement
could be arrived at between the worker and
his employer, either party could refer the
matter to a medical referee, the fee being
£2, I am speaking from memory, but I
think the medical referee was obliged to
answer some questions put to him for
decision. He was asked to certify
whether the worker was fit for work and the
class of work he could engage in. Either
party was at liberty to dissent from the find-
ing of the referee and appeal to the medical
board. The board would decide the question
submitted to the medical referee, and its
decision was final, In 1934, Mr. McCallum
introduced an amendment providing that the
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employer and the worker could mutually
agree to submit matters in difference direct
to the board. Lately, however, some questions
have been submitted to hoards that, in my
opinion, should not be asked. The medieal
hoard has given decisions that, in ifs opinion,
the worker would be fit to resume work in,
say, six or 12 months. Not munch notice was
taken of this until recently, when a case was
heard bhefore Mr. Craig in the Fremantle
loeal court. He held that when the medical
board gave such a decision, it was binding,
as the employer and the worker had agreed
to submit the matter to the board. That was
not the intention of the mover of the amend-
ment made in 1934. The object was simply
to save time. My desire is to see Seection
14 (a) of the first schedule to the
Act deleted, so that the worker will
not in future be adversely affected in
the way I have mentioned. The questions
which the referee and the Medieal Board
have to answer relate to the fitness of the
worker for employment and the class of
work he can perform. My object is to
avoid a decision of the kind to which I have
referred; so the Act must be amended by
striking out the provision that the worker
may sign an agreement to go direet to the
medical board.

Another matter I desire to bring before
the House relates to probate duties. A
pensioner dies; he has struggled all his life
to get a home. In many cases his only
asset is the house in which he has been
living. When his wife takes out probate,
she has to pay £3 or £6 for probate duty
and transfer fees, so that the house can
he put into her name. In my opinion,
{hose charges could very well be waived. I
have to thank the officers of the probate
office for their ecourtesy and kindness in
dealing wilth such cases. They have been
of great assistance in many cases which
have come under my mnotice, so much so
that it has been unnecessary to secure the
services of a legal practitioner,

T shall refer to one other matter, and
then conclude. It affects the electorate
represented by the Speaker. Tt also
affects all the residents of Fremantle.
I refer to the eyvesore opposite the Fre-
mantle railway station. Numerous deputa-
tions have asked the (Government to elean
up the block known as Ugly Land; and it
fs well named, T can assure members. It
is overgrown with bushes and surrounded
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by iarge hoardings. It is the first thing
that meets the eyes of tourists when they
disembark from the mail boats. It is high
time the Government handed that land
over to the City of Fremantle on lease.
The city has undertaken to beautify it by
planting trees and making a park. If the
Government is not prepared to clean up the
land, I hope it will transfer the area to
the Fremantle Cify Council, and allow the
couneil to do the work itself. I might refer
io another piece of land, which is oppesite
the gaol. 1 do not know how long it will
be before some of us go there, but much
work is required to be done to that land,
and the Superintendent of the gaol told me
it was too much for the prisoners to do,
I hope the Minister for Works will make
available haif a dozen men to clean up this
area and so remove another evesore,

In conelusion, I hope that the fortheoming
whent conference to be held in Melbourne
will he of advantage to the wheat farmers
throughout Australia and to the people of
Australia generally.

MR. WARNER (Mt. Marshall) [8.43]:
I desire to associate myself with other
members who have tendered eongratu-
lations to yow, Sir, and alse to the
member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall)
and the new Ministers. I desire also
to express my thanks to the former Minis-
ter for Railways for the courtesy and
kindness he always extended to me while he
held that office. It will be difficalt for me
to speak on a question that is of major im-
portance to me, without repeating much that
has already been said by other members. I
refer to the wheat indusiry.

The Minister for Mines: Youn have got na
amendment?

Mr. WARNER: In the course of my
remarks I shall no doubt repeat, if not in
exact words, the views of some previous
speakers on this snbject.

Mr. Sampson: The
stop you.

Mr. WARNER: Unfortunately, there will
be some repetition, becaunse I represent
many farmers in the margingl areas, which
are situated in my distriet. If T remained
silent, my silence might be misunderstood.
Members are aware that a large portion of
what arc termed the marginal areas is in
the Mt. Marshall electorate. T have followed
very closely the discussions that have taken

Speaker will not
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place on the Address-in-reply on various
subjeets, ineluding the wheat industry, which
has been well thrashed out. I have bronght
to the notice of members during the past
six years while I have been in Parliament
the plight of the farmers in my distriet,
and what I bave said is on record. During
the first two years, the farmers received very
low prices for their wheat. TFollowing on
that, the major portion of my electorate has
suffered from a drought which has econ-
tinued for four years. Members know the
sufferings that follow in the wake of a
drought, more particularly if it extends
over a period exceeding one year. A drought
brings with it plagues such as grasshoppers
and other inseet pests. I have brought in-
dividual cases of suffering before respons-
ible anthorities and have obtained reason-
able satisfaction for the sufferers; but I
was unable to obtain eomplete satisfaction,
because that could only be obtained by the
farmers receiving such a price for their
product as would enable them to secure
eredit to carry on their operations.

Some members have told us what the
farmers could have done and should have
done and what their position would have
been if they had not carried on in a foolish
way during the last few years. I have paid
close attention to the speeches along those
lines, and what a different complexion ecan
be placed upen them! I watched the face
of the Minister for Lands while the speeches
were heing delivered, and saw his quiet
smile as he listened to some of those possi-
bilities which theoretically seemed sound buf
are found to be impossible as soon as we at-
tempt practical application. I intend to
speak as a practieal farmer—one who has
carried on through years of hard work in
managing his own property. I speak also
as a farmer who has been content to usa
horse-drawn machinery. Members, in speak-
inz of the sidelines in which farmers might
have engaged, have given statistics with
which T am just as well acquainted as are
those who quoted them. I also appreciate
the amount of revenue to be derived from
pizs and pig products provided they ecan
he placed on the right market.

Let me, as a practical farmer, point ont
that when a man is growing a 400 or 500-
aere cron. the cost of putting in and taking
off a erop of fair average vield, say, five
haes or 15 bushels to the acre, necessitates
his receiving at least 4s. a bushel for his
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wheat in order to provide a reasonable liv-
ing for himself and his family; that is, to
enable him to live on the same standard as
does the sustenance worker employed at the
major rate of wages. I am bearing in mind
that such a farmer would be carrying a
mortgagze cqual to that of most farmers, and
thus would have an interest account to meet.
To enable him merely to remain on his
block—not to progress but simply to hold
his equity—and live in what I may term a
miserable way, he must receive 3s. 4d. a
bushel for his wheat. If he receives less
than that amount, he must inevitably sink
deeper into debt. Under only one condition
can he avoid refrogression, and that is if
he happens to be a freeholder without en-
cumbrance on his property. This statement
might be of assistance to members in en-
abling them to form some estimate of the
arguments that have been advanced. With
a price of less than 3s. 4d. a bushel, I fail
to see how any farmer could keep his pro-
perty in working order withont falling fur-
ther into debt, that is, unless his holding
vng ynencumbered.

Regarding the change over from wheat-
growing to pig-raising and other lines, mem-
bers must appreciate that in order to rear,
fatten and market pigs in large quantities,
farmers must first have breeding stock. In
eonsequence of the dronght, farmers have
not had money at ecommand to enable them
to purchase stud stock. In fact, they found
it very hard during the rezime of the ex-
Minister for Lands to retsin one or two
pigs, muech less a large number, because he
objected to farmers feeding their wheat to
the pigs instead of making it available for
the benefit of the Agricnltural Bank. It is
quite understandable why most of the far-
mers have not engaged in sidelines such as
sheep and pigs; thev simply could not raise
the monev with which to purchase the stock.
The banks, including the Aericultural Bank,
have required the wheat to be delivered to
them. and for the farmer te use additional
wheat for the feeding of livestock was dif-
fienlt. The farmer must have contro! of
such livestock. but the banks were not pre-
pared to advance the requisite money to en-
able farmers to make the change. thongh T
believe there is a possibilitv of something
along those lines heing done in foture in
eonnection with the linking uwn of holdings.

During the last four vears some of the
men living in the distriets to which I am
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referring—and the women also—have fared
far worse than & number of the people on
sustenance in the metropolitan ares. Other
tnembers have made that statement, and 1
know of my own knowledge that some of the
tarmers have sufferetl more than have gome
of the sustenance workers. I do not
suggest that suffering should be per-
mitted to continue; our duty is to
exert every effort to obviate distress.
I have witnessed the sufferings of the far-
mer and of those nearcst and dearest to
him, and I have also witnessed the suffer-
ings of the snstenance worker. Each mem-
ber has some sustenance workers in his
electorate, and realises that his duty is to
do as much for those men as he is doing for
the farmers.

The farmers in the distriects to which I am
alluding were not loafers in any sense of
the word. They incladed some of Australia’s
finest sons, and many of those men have
been driven off their holdings. Some of
them are ex-mirers and ex-railway men, and
a hig sprinkling ex-soldiers. The returned
soldiers showed their grit when they pro-
teeted us during the years 1914-18, and they
have shown their pluck sinee by holding on
to their blocks as long as possible. I ean
assure members that the suffering on some
of the wheat farms has been just as bad as,
if not worse than, in the metropolitan area,
and this applies to the last four years dur-
ing which I have had the difficult task of
representing Mount Marshall.

On various oecasions remarks have heen
made seeking to belittle the farmer because
he conld not earry on, and the guestion has
been asked why he did not undertake side-
lines. Suggestions of that kind sound quite
well until practical application is attempted,
On one oceasion before I entered Parlia-
ment, I was fighting for the wheatgrowers
st a deputation to a gentleman in a hig way
of business, The farmers contended that
they should receive a reasonable amount
out of the proceeds of their erops in order
to keap themselves and their families. We
snggested that a certain amount shonld be
granted irrespective of the returns from the
produce of the farmers, so long as the man
in anestion was honest and hardworking and
produced a Teasonable return. This gentle-
man said to the deputation, “You know the
farmers are not too badly off. In the wheat-
belt they have cows. fowls, pigs and sheen,
and thereby get plenty of butter, eggs,
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eream and meat. In some places they should
have their own fruit trees, and might even
provide for themselves dried fruits, pickles
and sauces.” I replied tbat by the same
token, if the farmer was not a lazy man, he
could go to the salt lake and get his own
salt, whereupon the gentleman replied that
I was abrupt.

The Minister for Lands: And fig-leaves
for clothes?

Mr. WARNER: Some of the farmers at
present would be glad to bave fiz leaves.
That sort of talk would be swallowed by
people who did not understand the position,
but I might just as well argue—and I use
the illustration without intending to be per-
sonal—that the member for Canming could
get all his poultry, eggs, shell-fish and gar-
den manure from the river near Como where
the shag loves to work., In theory it sounds
well; in practice it will not work.

Mr. Cross: Is it only at Como where they
fish?

Mr. WARNER: Owing to the setback
occasioned by the drought, the locust plague
and the low price of produce, many meet-
ings have been held in the marginal areas.
T suggest that the Minister for Lands might
note what T am about to say, because pos-
sibly he will glean some helpful informa-
tion that will enable him to deal the better
with the problem of the marginal areas. Dar-
ing the past four years the road board
authorities and the business men in those
areas have held meetings and fully dis-
cussed all phases of what was necessary to
assist in meeting the prevailing difficulties.
Alany resolutions that were passed were for-
warded to the Minister and to heads of de-
partments, The arguments advanced were
sound. Seoeretaries of road hoards took notes
of the data; the questions were thoroughly
thrashed out and some of the decisions, not
all, were considered to be practical. I sug-
gest that much of the information is still
in the pessession of the road board seere-
taries and might be useful to the Minister
in dealing with the problems that will arise
when the farmers are changing over from
wheatgrowing to mixed farming. The Min-
ister should convene a conference of chair-
men and seeretaries of the road boards, the
heads of departments and Commissioners of
the Agricultural Bank to dizeuss the matter.
From such a conference, I am sure good
would result, because the local anthorities
are thoroughly acquainted with the problems
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of their districts. Admittedly the Commis-
stoners of the Agricultural Bank are not
ignorant of the position beecause they are
supplied with reports regularly, bui when
an Agricaltural Bank official is travelling
through the marginal areas, he must of
necessity hurry and certainly would not be
abie to acquire the information that would
be made available at the meetings.

On several oceasions in this House I have
expressed the view that we were passing
through a eyele of bad seasens that would
inevitably come to an end. We have emerged
from those had seasons, but the price of the
product has fallen seriously and the industry
is in a bad way. The prospects are that a
bumper harvest will be reaped in the mar-
ginal areas this season, but prices are dis-
astrously low. §til], the State cannot afford
to have those properties abandoned in view
of the money that has been spent on them,
The land might go out of wheatgrowing, but
assuredly it must be used for mixed farming
such as sheep and pig raising. I believe that
is the intention of the Government. No
Cabinet would be hkely to sanction expendi-
ture on the provision of water supplies if
the money was likely to be wasted. My he-
lief is that the Government is looking ahead
and, as it has provided funds for further
water conservation in my district, I conclude
that Ministers have made up their minds
about the policy to he adopted in those areas,
T hope from the State point of view, as well
as from that of the farmers, that the work
will be expedited. What I said hefore about
the cycle of seasons undergoing a change has
been borne out by the remarks of the senior
Commissioner of the Agricultural Bank, Mr.
Donovan. Affer an extensive tour of the
wheat belt, he gave an interview to the
“West Anstralian,” and this appearcd on the
11th of this month:—

Mr. Donovan said that everywhere he had
travelled the wheat crops were magnifieent,
and there was stock feed in abundance. For
the past four years he had travelled through-
out the wheatbelt when it was quite easy to
define what was termed the *marginal area’’
line. This season, however, it was like cross.
ing the equator—you could not see it. He
had never seen the country, gencrally, look-
ing so well, [t was a sight that would glad-
den the hecart of anyone who had been asso-
ciated with the responsibility of carrying the
wheat industry on during the past four years
of drought, which was unprecedented in the
history of wheat farming in Western Aus-
tralia, and partienlarly so to those farmera
who had batfled so heroically year after
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sear, in the hope that seasonmal conditions
would improve, only to be rewarded with dis-
triet vields averaging from two to siz bushels
per acre, I'rovided good SBeptember rarins
were experienced record ecrops should be har-
vested east of Kellerberrin.

He went on to deal with the quantities of
chaff the Agrieulfural Bank. had supplied in
the past, namely 19,000 tons, and told the
farmers that, becanse of the abundance of
hay that was likely to be cut this year, the
Bank wonld not be supplying any more.
‘What I said before was, therefore, con-
firmed by the Commissioner. He believes
that everything will be all right in these par-
ticnlar areas, Of course, we have the dread,
and Mr. Donovan would have it too, of an
over-supply of wheat. Because the subject
has been so well debated, I do not think I
need say much more npon it.

I was pleased to hear the well-informed
specch of the Minister for Lands last night.
The member for Perth (Mr. Needham) and
others, when pointing to the econdition of
the workers, declared they were not prepared
to allow any of the money that should go
to those people to be passed on to other in-
dustries. I agree that the Government em-
plovees have to be looked after, just as the
settlers in the wheat belt have to be looked
after. I dv not desive that any weney should
be taken from sustenance relief funds, or
funds that are nsed for the creation of em-
ployment, but T do see the need for a great
deal of money being made available to help
the wheat-growing industry. This mast be
new money, and muost not interfere with
other financial channels. I also think the
whole of that money should be fortheoming
from Commonwealth resourees. It is a ne-
tional peecssity that the wheat-growing in-
dustry of Australia should be saved, and
those who provide the money should be the
Commonwezlth anthorities who have received
so much all over Aunstralia through channels
created by the wheat industry,

One must be struck hy the arguments ad-
vanced by the member for Murchison (Mr.
Marshall) though we may not all accept his
point of view. There is a great deal in what
be said concerning man-made laws, poverty
amidst plenty, and so on. Thinking over the
matter as the hon, member presented it, T
cannot help feeling that man-made laws and
the monetary system generally have got us
into our present difficulties. I have read no-
thing in the Press or elsewhere to turn my
thoughts from the belief that nature has
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something to do with the subjeet. What a
paradox it is! Farmers are growing wheat
for 1s. 3d. a buskel, or one farthing per Ib.
When they want to buy a loaf of bread they
pay 3d. per b, for it, and all the money
in between the grower and the consumer
goes to the middleman. The farmer can
grow enough wheat in one season to keep
bimself and his family for the rest of their
lives, and yet he may not be able to find
enough money with which to buy a loaf of
bread. Fully eleven-twelfths of the money
involved as between the grower and the con-
sumer goes to the middleman, and yet there
is an outcry on behalf of people who are
not getting sufficient to eat. Man-mnde laws
are the cause of all our trouble. Whilst
many of us have an abundance of all we
want and Providence has supplied us with
plenty, theve is tatk of destroying our wheat.
Yo matter how full the larder has been, it
was hever intended that we should waste the
surplas. If we do not take advantage »f
the products of our seil, those that nature
has given to us, and we are wasteful, natare
will play its part and we shall live to be
sorry. We should not tinker with the laws
of nature. We have only to carry our minds
back to the days of Joseph to know how the
situation was met there. Although we have
had bountiful sessons from whick so much
has been derived, we may encounter circum-
stanees that will bring forth a different
sitnation, and we may not have either suffi-
cient foodstuffs or markets to which to sell
that whieh we would export. What I cannot
forget is the amount of money involved as
hetween the grower and the consumer, and
what it costs to supply food to the unem-
ployed. I suggest to the Premier it wonld
be a good idea to buy a few hundred tons of
wheat, and, despite vested interests, set up
a State mill, erush the grain into whole
meal, and feed it to the needy poor. We
cannof allow such a thing as starvation in
the State, but we have a lot of very poor
people, who, whilst being fed, could eat more
food than they get. If some arrangement
could be made whereby my suggestion could
be carried into effect, it might be the means
of prolonging the lives of those who now
zet insufficient food for their needs.

With other members on this side of the
House, T desire the Government to know that
I will support anything that will enable us
to get the uncmployed back to work. When
that time comes we shall have a happy and
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contented people and most of our troubles
will be over, It is said that some of those
who are now receiving snstenance witl never
become workers again. There may be some
such people, but I do not think that would
apply generally. Some persons will always
live at the expense of others, and some will
refuse to work. Amongst Australians there
are very few of that kind. I am sorry to
think that most of us have as much as we
want to eat and drink, whilst others in the
community have not sufficient. The Govern-
ment will have every assistance we can pos-
sibly give from this side of the House. I
wonld go a long way to raise money that
would put the workers and the people gen-
erally back into prosperity, back into full-
time jobs, where they will be in a pesition
to get ample food supplies.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [8.11]: Let
me add my felicitations to you, Sir,
to the Chairman of Committees, to
the two new Ministers, and the new
members of the House. I do not intend
tonight to deal very much with parochial
matters. Some members have possibly de-
cided not to speak on this occasion, but to
deal with their pet subjects by way of
motions. Perhaps it is a good idea that the
Government should get on with the general
business of the State and have the debate
on the Address-in-reply brought to a con-
clusion as quickly as possible. At times one
may say, “I do not care whether or not I
speak on the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.”  There are, however,
certain things about which a member may
desire to speak and such an opportunity as
this is the only one afforded to him. I
agree with the remarks of the newly elected
member for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Triat) as well
as the views expressed by the member for
Nedlands (Hon. N, Keenan). I was sorry
the member for Nedlands, in his special Te-
ferences to Australia and Western Austra-
lia, did not stop there. He showed the
old spirit, which had just the opposite effect,
when he spoke about the endeavour of the
Minister for Industries to establish second-
ary industries. He was not prepared to
allow him or the Government any credit for
that enterprise because it was something the
Nationalists had thought of some years ago.
That is inconsistent. I have reached the
stage at which T hold the opinion that
whether Labour, National, or any other
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party, can do good for this State, it does
not matter where the credit goes. Only a
few months have elapsed since the last
election. The same thing eropped up there.
The Leader of the National Party was hard-
pressed and made considerable use of state-
ments concerning what Governments bad
dope in the past. It was the duty of those
Governments at that time to do something
in the way of workers’ compensation, arbi-
tration, ete., because the State was then in
its infaney. Western Australia was only
10 or 12 years old, legislatively speak-
ing, and we had to introduce enact-
ments of that deseripfion. Sinee then
it has been for suecessive Governments to
improve upon the position as they found if.
What does it matter to the member for West
Perth (Mr. McDonald) whether the Arbitra-
tion Act or the Workers’ Compensation
Act was originally fathered by a Liberal
Governmenty What is imporfint is how
the legislation is applied.

Mr. MeDonald: All that matters now is
how the legislation is enforced.

Mr. WITHERS: That is so, and that is
why we are here. I do not wish to delve
too deeply into this phase because mem-
bers know the faets., Throughout the
course of the present debate, and more par-
ticularly during the speech of the Minister
for Lands last night, we have had the posi-
tion of the wheatgrowers clearly outlined.
To-day we hear that all parties must stand
together to assist the men on the land. In
the course of his speech last night, the
Minister dealt with guite a number of points
that reguired e¢larifying. I do not know
whether the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Seward) was moved by selfish reasons when
he submitted an amendment to the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply.
I do not know whether he and his party
wish to gain some ecredit for themselves, 1If
that be the position, surely his aection is
belated. The Premier and the Minister for
Lands attended a conference in Vietoria
where they went straight to the fountain
head,

Mr. Patriek: We got a better offer to-day
than the one they submitted.

Mr. WITHERS: The Minister for Lands
is to proceed to MMelbourne again to con-
tinue the diseussions,

Hon. C, G. Latham: And he ought to
finish the maftter.
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The Minister for
threaten us!

Mr. WITHERS : The member for Pingelly
and his party want some credit.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Be reasonable!

Mr. WITHERS: I always try to be
reasonable, and I am convinced that
someone wanted to gain a little eredit out ot
this move.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The farmers want a
lot of eredit, too.

The Premier: And a lot of cash.

Mr. WITHERS: That is the positiomn.
During the past few weeks in partieular and,
of course, for a long time [reviously, I have
read day by day statements that appeared in
the Press and elsewhere regarding the prob-
lems of the wheatgrowers, Possibly thosc
removed from the souree of production find
difficulty in thoroughly grasping the situa-
tion in all its varied phases, but I was struck
by the fact that the problem is by no means
new, Like the poor, if the difficulties of the
farmers are not always with us, at any rate
they have been with us for a long time.

The Minister for Lands: And will be with
us for a still longer fime.

Mr. WITHERS: T hope that will not be
g0, If we cast our minds back to 1930, when
the Scullin Governinent was in power in the
Federal arena, we may remember that Mr.
Parker Moloncy introduced a Wheat Market-
ing Bill to provide assistance for the wheat-
growers of Australia. A perusal of the
Federal “Hansard” of these days is most in-
teresting. We learn what Mr. Gregory, Mr.
Prowse and others had to say regarding the
pusition generally, hut when we read the dis-
cussion in the Senate and note how Sir
George Pearce, Sir Walter Kingsmill, Sir
Hal Colebatch and Senators Carroll, John-
ston and Lynch, voted on the question, the
petnsal becomes more interesting still.

Mr. Patrick: Who was to find the money
then?

Mr. Wilson: That was the argument.

Mr. WITHERS : Yes, who was to find the
money ¢

Mr. Patrick: Well, who was to find it%

Mr. WITHERS: The Federal
Government.

Mr. Patrick: On a fifty-fifty basis with the
States?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, that was the
position.

Lands: Don’t you

Lahour

209

Mr. WITHERS: What about the fiduciary
issue that Mr. Theodore proposed? He was
to provide £12,000,000 with which to
assist the wheatgrowers, and £6,000,000
for the unemployed. Was he allowed te do
anything of the sort? No section of the
Couniry Party in Australia would agree
to the fidueiary issue for the purpose of
assisting the wheatgrowers, and they voted
against the proposal.

The Premier: That was £18,000,000.

Mr. Patriek: And where is Mr. Theodore
now?

Hon. C. G, Latham: He is not issuing
fiductary notes.

Mr, WITHERS: If be had succeeded in
passing the legislation he proposed, a dif-
ferent complexion might have been put on
the whole situation,

Hon. C. (. Latham: Western Australia
would have become bankrupt. We would
have had to find £2,000,000 as our share,
and we would not have been able to do so.

Mr. Needham: And where iz Pearce
now ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WITHERS: At least, Western Aus-
tralia had its revenge in that direction. I
trust that at the next Federal election the
people will bear these matters in mind.
The wheatgrowers did not get the assist-
ance hecause their representatives would
not support the legislation in the Senate.
Ten years have passed sinee then, and what
has been done?

Mr., Patrick: The member for Boulder
(Hon. P. Collier) turned the proposal down
at that time.

The Premier: In 1932%

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes.

The Minister for Mines: He was sitting
in opposition in that year.

Mr. WITHERS: We have the Primary
Producers’ Assoeiation, the Country Party,
the Wheat Pool, Bulk Handling, Ltd., and
the Wheatgrowers’ Union. All were clam-
caring for assistance, and what have those
organisations done?

Hon. C. G. Latham: We gave assistance
to the industry youn represent.

Mr. WITHERS: The only assistance the
hon, member’s (overnment gave us was
to open its mouth and express a piouns
hope. The Country Party has done nothing
along the lines the hon. member suggests.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We could tell you
something about that.
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My. SPEAKER: Order!

AMr. \WITHERS: It never gave us any
support.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We will let Jack
Smith loose on you.

My, WITHERS: As I have said before,
the Country Party, as a party, eannot look
west of the Great Southern, and has never
had any outlook beyond wheat and wool.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Do not you remem-
ber the time when you and I were eon-
cerned about butter?

Mr. WITHERS: T know. The hon. mem-
bor never gave us any assistanee for the
butter indusiry in the South-West.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Where did that
nssistance come from?

Mr. WITHEKS: I know quite well.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You do not know.

Mr. WITHERS: The trouble iz that
throughout the whole period the Country
Party has been over-organised, and cannot
agree amongst themselves. One has only
to read the reports in the ‘‘West Austra-
lian’’ day by day regarding the condition
of the wheat industry to appreeiate the
greatest diversity of opinion. Mr. T. H.
Bath is an authority and so are Mr. Hunt
and other people. They all fly to the Press
and endeavour to advise the wheatgrowers
and the Country Party what to do.

Hon. C. G, Latham: We have a fellow
named Barker running around and telling
people what to do.

The Minister for Mines:
farmers seem to believe him,

Mr, WITHERS: In these days we should
see that no spanner is hurled into the
machinery of the State. Some progress has
heen made in providing assistance for the
wheatgrowers at the present juncture, and
I trust that when the Minister for Lands
returns to the Eastern States, he will se-
cure from those n anthority the considera-
tion we seek.

Mr. Cross: They will never be satisfied.

Mr. WITHERS: God help people who
are satisfied! They will never get any-
where if they are in that condition,

Hon. C. G. Latham: You have never been
satisfled with what you had throughout
your life.

AMr. WITHERS: I have never got what
I wanted.

The Premier:
eoMmes Pprogress.

And the

Out of dissatisfaction
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Hon. C. G. Latham: You should have
made & lot of progress on your side.

The Premier: And we have.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WITHERS: The member for Mt.
Marshall (Mr. Warner) mentioned the re-
sponsibilities of the Federal Parliament. T
do not know exactly what are the respective
responsibilities of the Federal and State
Parliaments. I know that when we are in
dire distress, responsibility seems to rest
with the Federal Government. A year or
two ago we were talking about secession. We
wanted to get away from the octopus, and
to eut adrift from the Federal regime. To-
day wo regard the Federal Government as
being wholly responsible for finaneing the
wheatgrowing industry. How can we ex-
plain such a volte face? When the wheat-
growers’ representatives want something
from the Federal Government, they go for
it. When they think they are in a satisfac-
tory position, then they talk about secession
and want to carry on by themselves. I have
come to the conclusion that it mnst be one
thing or the other; we must have secession
or eclse unifieation. If we are to flounder
along as we have been doing year by year
under our present form of government,
with so many different Governments in a
small country like Anstralia, T do not know
where we shall find ourselves in the future.

The Minister for Mines: We have the lat-

est Country Party poliey dictated from the
Eastern States,

Mr. WITHERS: I do not object to the
Minister for T.ands proceeding to the East-
ern States with the Premier on his mission.

Mr. Doney: What effeet would it have
if vou did object?

Mr. WITHERS: I do not object to the
Minister for Industrial Development going
on the mission he undertook. On the
other hand, T have come to the eonclusion
that there are too many missions, most of
which are not nearly as important as those
I have mentioned. Apparently we eannot
do anything without eonferring with some-
one in the Bastern States. The Minister for
Works cannot do anything withont going
to the REastern States to confer with
the Ministers for Works there, and the Min-
ister for Lands must go across for a similar
purpose; otherwise he cannot do anythiog
here.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Yes, he ean. That does
not apply to the Minister for Lands.
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Mr. WITHERS: What annoys me is that
every time a conference is held, those repre-
senting Western Australia have to journey
to that conference. Apparently Western
Australia is too far away for anyone in the
Eastern States to come here, and we
have to undertake the expense every time
so that our representatives may attend eon-
ferences in the East. Perhaps I am wrong
and may find that the expenses of these
eonferences are pooled. If that is not so,
and we do not receive some recoup under
that heading, then I consider Western Aus-
tralia suffers from a special disability in
that respect. We should do something to
relieve ourselves of that burden, or else
hand over the couniry to the natives, of
whom there are still a2 few.

Mr. Marshall: Yes, and apologise to them
for the state in which they will find their
country!

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, perbaps it would
not be doing them a service, and they might
not appreciate our action.

The Premier: Where wonld we put King
Billy? In the Speaker’s Chair?

The Minister for Mines: Yes, and he
eonld have the wig, too.

Mr. WITHERS: The wheat problem is
all-important at the present time. 1 do not
wish fo be looked upon as s wiseacre.

Mr. Cross: Only as a broadacre!

Mr. WITHERS: T was approached by a
friend in 1926 and told that that was the
fime to take up a farm in the wheat belt,
for the return was then about 8s. a
bushel. T asked, “What is the good of
that?* My friend replied, “It is the best
thing available in the country; it is the only
industry that is peying.” ;

Mr. Doney: What vear was that?

Mr. WITHERS: It was 1926. That man
said to me, “It is the only industry in West-
ern Australia to-day.” 1 said, “Tt will not
be for verv long.”

The Minister for Mines: It is the only in-
dustry in Western Australia to-day, too.

Mr. WITHERS: The man said, “There is
a great future for wheat. We must have
Western Australian wheat overseas to pro-
dnce white flour to make white bread” I
said, “If T were on the wheat belt to-day and
had established a wheat farm, T think T
would be able to remain there provided I
could go in for something else, say sheep. If
ever Russia comes back into the wheat
markets of the world, God help us in Aus-
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tralia.” He said, “Who would buy from
Russia? England would never do that” I
replied that England, as a financial country,
would buy from China or any place that
sold cheaply. We are supposed to pay an
interest bill with the preducts of this coun-
try, but when England can buy a cheaper
commodity frem some other foreign land it
does not matter to the English investor about
the money we owe in interest. 'We have a
very stark object lesson before us in the
attitude adopted by Russia to-day. The
other day I read remarks attributed to our
old friend, Sir Hal Colebatch, made at a
time when Mr. Chamberlain was attempting
to negotiate a British-French-Soviet non-
aggression agreement, The ex-Agent Gen-
eral for Western Australia, as a result of
his social shoulder rubbing with the people
of England, has apparently come to be of
the same opinion as those people. He said
in effect, “I hope that England will not enter
into a paet with Russia.” Why? Political
ideology is the explanation I suppose.

Mr, Cross: He knew something aboui the
Communists.

Mr. WITHERS: The political ideologies
do not agree. But while England has been
peddling, what has Germany done?

Mr. Patrick: We do not know yet.

Mr. WITHERS: If war occurs, England
at least will be deferred from keeping her
promise to Poland.

Mentber: Don’t you worry about that.

Mr. WITHERS: Hitler will be there
while others are sleeping. One hears the
old dogma reiterated that we must buy from
certain countries and that if we do not buy
from them they will not buy from us; but
on picking up our papers we find that we
are buying from them but they are not re-
ciprocating. Can we make them buy pro-
duets they do not require? Wec are going
on from day to day and becoming a breed-
ing ground for discontent. We have to be
careful about the spread of Communism,
and fears are expressed that unless we are
cantious there will eventually be a dietator-
ship in this country.

Member: You had better be careful your-
self.,

Mr, WITHERS: No one could ever say
that I was a revolutionist. ¥ have not made
a study of that side of the question; but
when we observe that the people of the
world are not getting a fair deal under our
present demoecratic system—a svstem of
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which we are proud and of which we boast—
we begin to realise the possibility of its slip-
ping through our fingers overnight. We
have a much larger task on our hands than
we imagine. Another question that has been
to the forefront for a counsiderable fime is
that of wnemployment. As I said when I
was discussing the wheat problem, the poor
are always with us. I have been reading a
little in such spare time as is available to
me in this job, something about the refugee
problem and migration and I have taken a
few extracts from the books I have read. In
this connection I join with those who declare
that we must populate the northern parts of
Australia and that we should populate them
with white people. I have never been
amongst those who have suggested the
possibility of a Japanese invasion. I have
taken rather the reverse attitude. I have
had a different outlook on the question
from quite a number of people; but that is
beside the point. We have people to-day
who are clamouring for a peaceful spot
whereon to settle. They have been hunted
from the country of their birth. I refer
to the German-Jewish refugees. We know
that a good deal has been said about the
Jewish race right down through history.

Member: For and against,

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, but I do not know
that we can say the Jews are not as
respectable and as good living a class of
people as any of us. ‘Wherever they have
setitled many of them have established
palatial homes and they have given the
best possible education to their children.
The race has provided some of the world’s
greatest scientists and doctors and it has
traditions to which its people faithfully
adhere. 1 advocate the settlement of these
people in our country because wherever the
Jews have established themselves, the place
of their adoption has become their home-
land. The Jew in Russia is a Jew first and
a tussian next. The Jew in Germany has
becn a Jew first and a German next. If
a Jewish colony were established in the
North of Western Australia, the members
would be, in the first instance, Jews and in
the next, true Australians,

Mr. Warner: Australian Jews.

Mr. WITHERS: Men like our friend
Mr. Rufns Underwood who has spent a
considerable time in the North and is aware
of the dilficulties as well as the potentiali-
ties of that vast territory, and men like
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Mr. Angelo in another place and different
people who know the eonntry well, advo-
cate the establishment of a refugee settle-
ment there. When =nch people fake this
stund I think their adviee might be
accepted. It is better to have a definite
colony of these people established, for they
would take upon themselves the whole re-
spensibility of financing the projeet and ot
looking atter themselves, They should be
allowed to populate certain areas ot the
eountry and could be preeluded from com-
ing down hcre. I admit that the infiltra-
tion process of migration may constitute a
danger. We have in Western Ansiralia
to-day foreigners who have been admitted
into the eountry and have spread here,
there and everywhere, but it must be said
to their eredit that none of them is on the
unemployed list. We ean find Ttalians and

"Jugo-Slavs driving their own trucks, cater-

ing for themselves and living good, honest
lives, and members of the second gencra-
tion of these people are holding down
good positions in our schools and banks
to-day. They are fine Australian citizens.
I realise the danger of the Jewish people
coming in and taking away the jobs of eer-
tain individuals in certain industries.

Mr, Fox: Foreigners are doing that now.

Mr, WITHERS: I realise that suech is
likely to be the case. But if they could
form a community in the North, they would
be able to harness the rivers of that terri-
tory. Doubtless they wonld start some
of the huge industries essential to
cater for their own people in the North.
Where would be the harm in that? It has
been said, and I expeet hon. members on
this side of the House will subseribe tn the
ides, that the result of an influx of migranis
would be mote unemployment. That has
not becn the ease throughout history. When
a land beecomes populated up to its full ex-
tent we know that there is considerable un-
cmployment. We in Western Australia
growl about the treatment we receive from
the more largely populated States of Aus-
tralia. Why are they more powerful than
Western Anstralia? Have they any greater
resources than we? Or is it becanse of
their greater population that they have that
power over us? I think the latter is the
explanation.

The Minister for Mines: If we had had
mold rushes like Vietoria we would have
had a large population too,
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Mr. WITHERS: That is possible, too,
The point I want to make is that we ought
not to adopt a dog-in-the-manger attitude,
If we are not prepared to do what we can
to develop this country, we should allow
other people to come here and exploit the
mining, pastoral and agricultural possibili.
ties of the north to the full. Consider the
trouble we have had with respect to Yampi
Sound. Had the Jewish pcople been here
during the last 20 or 30 years they would
have exploited that part of the State and we
would be in a position to compete with Bro-
ken Hill and other eentres. Instead of ex-
porting iron we would now be sending away
finished products. If we place these people in
the North by the thousand, what will hap-
pen? They must be fed by someone if not by
themselves, then by the people in the South.

Following on what 1 have said, I should
like to give some further information on
uncmployment and immigration. The lea-
ther bag industry established in England in
1931 was huilt up largely by German Jews,
who ereated an enormous amount of work
for other German Jews and for British
workmen as well, In Lancashire there is
one leather bag industry that is employing
730 British subjects. Previously this work
had been carried on in Germany by Ger-
mans. Again, an Italian Jew, along with
some Germans, started a mass furnishing
fabric faetory with 175 workers. Shortly
these people expect to be employing over
two thousand British workers. We know
very well that if we ean get 20 people to
eome in and employ, say, another hundred,
that will be beneficial to the State. Is
that not one way of overcoming the prob-
lem of unemployment?

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Members mnst
keep order.

Mr. WITHERS: A London department
store had been in the habit of importing cos-
tumes from Germany. Now that store is
responsible for the emplovment of over a
thousand British workers. We know that
work hegets work, and we know also that
in instances such as I have quoted good will
is taken by foreigners wherever they estab-
Tish themselves. The German Jews to whom
T referred were well conneeted where they
were established in Germany, and they
traded with Switzerland, Holland, Denmark
and other countries. Then when they estab-
lished themselves somewhere else they ear-
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ried the goodwill of the other nations with
them, and so maintained their trading asse-
cintionz. Lat us go back to the early days
of Ameriean scttlement.

Several memhbers interjeeted.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! I ask members
to keep order. I have allowed a good deal
of Iatitude fo members, but one cannot hear
half what is going on. If members do not
keep order I shall have to take action.

Mr. WITHERS: Look at America with
its natural wealth that could only sapport
100,000 famine-wrecked Indians. After its
discovery America beeame populated by dif-
ferent races. What do we find there to-day?
Instend of the 100,000 Indians there is a
population of considerably over a hundred
million of all nationalities. Originally most
of them were refugees and migrated there
throngh force of circumstances. They con-
tinned to go to America practically until
1910, and most of them had nothing with
them except bundles on  their shoulders.
Those are the people who built up the
Ameriean nation to what if is to-day. What
was done in America by those people it
should surely be possible to do here. We
have neglected our vaeant spaces for too
long a time. The vast change in the Hudson
Valley has taken place since the year 1400,
and it is not the result of some miraculons
change of eclimate or soil; it is due to the
change in character of the population.

If the centre of learning could be trans-
ferred from Vienna to England, what an
effect it would have on indnstry, and how
much more would it affect Australia if it
conld be transferred here. I have men-
tioned all this because I really believe that
while we are appealing to the Common-
wealth for bounties for onr primary indus-
tries, we should in our own territory act in
a statesmanlike manner. I do mnot Imow
whether we have any statesmen or whether
we are going to get them. The Commeon-
wenlth needs statesmen hadly. All the same,
we must solve the problem of peopling our
territory, not in what is ealled the orthodox
way, but in a different manner. Why should
wo stiek to the old husiness and never at-
tempt to get out of the rnck? Eminent
authorities like Professor Carr Saunders,
Dr. Enid Charles and Mr. Henderson, as
well as others, have gone deeply into the
population question and the concensus of
opinion is that a decline in population will
worsen unemployment. Tf we study the
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position of foreign countries, we find that
Franece only a few years ago had a popula-
tion that was much larger than that of Italy.
To-day Italy has a population that is a hun-
dred thousand greater than that of Franece.
Italy has been building up all the time. The
Russian population has increased to an
enormous extent, and in a very few years
that country alone will boast of a
population larger than that of the whole of
Europe put together. I am quoting tbis in-
formation from statistics of natural increases
in other parts of the world, If we do not
see to jt that the population of Awustralia
inereascs, we shall find ourselves in the not
distant future in a very sorry plight. In
our wisdom or otherwise, we have been say-
ing in the past that the best immigrant is
the  Australian-born. At the present
rate of progress, however, how long
will it take us to increase the population to
such an extent that it will consume all our
own products. ILet us remember what it
eosts to raise a child. It is recognised that
the figure is in the vicinity of £300 to raise
a ehild from infaney fo adoleseence. If we
could pepulate the north of Australia with
people who had reached the stage of man-
hood, we would not be saddled with the re-
gponsibility of the cost to which T have just
referred.

How easy it is to govern when people are
elamounring for all that we ean produce, and
viee versa. We all know we are subject to
trade eyeles; from boom to depression and
from depression to boom, A depression once
started feeds itself,

Mr. J. H. Smith: Do you think it is dis-
appearing?

Mr. WITHERS: To say that a depres-
sion feeds upon itself may be to say
something that is paradoxieal; but a
depression will live wupon itself. If
plenty of work is to be provided for every-
one, we must alter the situation. Work be-
gets work. To create work should be the
motive of every Government in Australia to-
day. I trust my remarks on this subjeet
will achieve some results.

I bave now te deal with one or two griev-
ances. I should not be doing my daty by
the people of this State if I did not once
more eriticise the railway service. With dis-
may I read the figures in the Speech arnd in
the Press during the last day or two re-
garding the continual losses sustained by the
railways. Are we doing anything to stem
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the tide, and have we anyone in the Railway-
Department capable of doing anything?

Mr. Warner: No.

Mr. WITHERS: | am ineclined to believe
that.

My. Styants: Have we the money with
which te do more than we are doing?

Mr. WITHERS: The public will not pay
to travel by the service if they de not get
an adequate return for their outlay. The
railways have lost revenne in the last 10
years through their neglect to give a proper
serviee to the people. Seme time ago I ob-
jected to the appointment of a Cowmmis-
sioner of Railways, [t was a sad day for
this Sfate when that ofticer was appointed.
He had no incentive to make good and was
retired at the age of 65. What did it mat-
ter to him whether people travelled by the
railways or by any other means? We have
slipped badly with that serviee.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Do you say the present
Commissioner is not doing his job?

Myr. WITHERS: I do not say that, but
he is well away from here now, and has
been for several months, whilst the railways
continue to run without him.

Mr. J. H. Smith: He bas only three
months’ long service leave, as is given to
other officers.

Mr, WITHERS: If some of the officers
were given long-serviee leave for 10 years,
they would not be greatly missed. Our
transport facilities must be conducted 1 a
different manner. Not long ago six Diesel
electric coaches were purebased, and st the
time I applauded the Government for its
action. The intention was to regain the con-
fidence of the pecple, make them train-
minded once more, and encourage thiem to
eome back to steam trains and then push
the Diesel coaches aside. It is questionable
whether this new form of transport has
functioned in the right places. A Diesel
coach was placed on the Bridgetown-Pem-
berton servide hecause of the slow rate at
which the existing service was being run.
Tt did a wonderful job and brought num-
bers of people back to the railways. A
trailer was then put on and that, too, was
filled. During the summer the coach did
s0 well that it was sent ahead of the steam
train. That was progress. The steam train
now runs as fast as does the Diesel coach;
why, then, use the latter? Steam trains
have been running in this State since I was
a boy, and before that time, but they were
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never utilised to the advantage of the people.
Tf the railways had used the class of engine
that is on the run to-day, and a steam irain
made up of three or four coaches can be
sent to its destination as fast as the Diesel
coach c¢an run, why was that not done be-
fore we lost the traffie?

Mr. J. H. Smith: You know the reason.

Mr. WITHERS: The hon. member can
tell us the reason later on. Before we can
get revenne from the publie, we must give
an adequate service. During the busy period
the Diescl coach would, at Picton Junction,
pick up passengers from Perth and take
them along the line towards Pemberton.
They would be in a hurry to get home and
would therefore take the Diesel coach. The
coach was sent to Bridgetown and the steam
train eame on behind. The train muost fol-
low a section hehind the coach, and in heavy
eountry it is perhaps a little slower than
is the coach. The steam train fo travel from
Greenbushes to Bridgetown, a distance of
15 miles, takes threc-guarters of an hour,
Meanwhile the Diesel coach has reached
Bridgetown, after depositing passengers
along the route. It then remains there for
three-quarters of an hour until the steam
train has ecaught up with it, and then is
allowed to proceed on its journey. That
is not the way to givle service to the
publiec. If the heads of the depart-
ment and the Minister himself know about
this, something should he done to alter it.
I was on the railways for many years. How
ever, [ was on the wrong end. Neverthe-
less one had time to look around and see
something. When one travels through the
area of Victoria Park week by week, as I
did, one notices the lack of advancement in
this, one of the first localities to be estab-
lished as a suburb of Perth. In days gone
by developments ook place there, but the
people were never encouraged te build near
the Vietoria Park railway station. The
Government then instituted a tram service.
They wanted the people to use that serviece.
Since then the tramway service has been
extended for miles from the city. As a con-
sequence Victoria Park is to-day practically
as it was years ago. The same remarks
apply to Perth, Fremantle and Midland
Junction east of the railway line. Road
transport came in opposition to the rail-
ways; and the State Transport Co-ordination
Act played its part, as we know, though it
was not allowed to play its full part. If
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the Commissioner of Railways has done any-
thing he has made a reasonable statement
of his intentions for the future. The mem-
ber for Pingelly (Mr. Seward) may not
agree. The Commissioner says the Govern-
ment should controel all transport.

Mr. SBeward: I certainly will not agree
with that.

Mr. WITHERS: If 1 had my way, 1
would take the control of transport away
from the Commissioner of Railways and
place it with the Government of the day,
making Ministers responsible to the people
for efficient transport. Then we would have
to stand up to the job. In place of a
Minister for Railways, I would have a Min-
ister for Transport. The Government Rail-
ways Act should be amended so as to enable
the Minister to go over the fence and out
into the roads and streets and on the water
and up into the air. To have tramways for
the development of districts and then have
motor buses eoming in to compete is
wrong. The Commissioner of Railways
should have foreseen this. He should have
said, “I was able to feed my railways and
my ferries until the advent of trolley
buses.” Only a year ago trolley buses were
introduced, and five more trolley buses
have heen put on. The use of trolley bhuses
is not new; England bas had them in use
for years. We have waited all these years
to get them. The member for Canning
{(Mr. Cross) at least will agree with me
that the South Perth district is definitely in
need of a trolley bus service. Amnother 30
or 40 trolley buses would be of wonderful
uge to the railway and tramway services of
Western Australia. Trolley boses ecould
pick up what the State has lost.

A few years ago I saw here in Perth one
of the “March of Time” pictures, showing
the railways of the post-Civil War period in
the United States, when those railways had a
monopoly and were booming. As a result
their managements became indiffersnt about
the whole position, and the same thing hap-
pened in Amecrica as has happened here.
Motor buses came in, and ecarried people
hundreds of miles along the American roads.
Then a bhoard of railway commissioners was
appointed. They said, ‘“We have to do some-
thing.” 8o streamlined trains were intro-
duced. That was a system of transport
acceptable to the American people; and
hundreds of carriages, instead of heing
heaped up in railway yards as useless, were
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put baek into traftic. And the same thing
applied afterwards. Needless to say, Western
Australia has nothing like the population of
the United States; but we can get additional
population. Our railways could to-day get
sufficient people to make the train serviees
profitable, except perhaps in country areas.
I know of people who in days gone hy took
the ntmest pleasure in fravelling in any old
kind of “tin Lizzie.” Those people to-day
could derive the same pleasure from travel-
ling in up-to-date trains, In fact, many
people owning motor ears would rather come
to Perth by train, if they could make the
journey in something like the same time as
by car. The train journey would he cheaper,
and would involve less risk. There is poten-
tial danger as soon as one gets into a motor
car. Train travel does not invelve nearly
the same amount of risk. Moreover, one gets
more comfort in a train, Nevertheless, at
present the train journey takes too long;
there are too mahy stops, too many refresh-
ment stations, and so forth.

The member for Pingelly (3Mr. Seward)
last session moved a motion for an mnquiry
into the railway serviee. T regard such an
inquiry as long overdue. I would have sup-
ported the hon. member’s motion had it
been proceeded with.

Almost anywhere in the remoter country
districts, a person who has a few pounds to
finance the purchase of a motor bus can
establish himself and make the serviee pay.
Why? DBecause he gives serviee. In Bun-
bury a man runs a motor bus 2% miles to
the cemetery cvery Sunday afterncon. Last
Sunday afternoon he transported 35 passen-
zers. There was no other way of getting to
the cemetery, and this man coneeived the
idea of transporting people by motor bus.
Now, the people generally are asking the
Government for transport serviee, and it is
up to us to give them the service they ask
for.

The foreeast of legislation in the Lieut.-
Governor’'s Speech makes no mention of an
amendment of the State Transport Act.
That Aet has now lost some of its
punch. People have been making diseov-
cries. Whereas a year or two ago thev were
afraid to earry sixpenee worth of anything
in their cavs, for fear of committing an
offence against the Transport Act, to-day
they convey hy motor truek all sorts of
materials parallel with the railways.

My, Seward: We cannot do that.
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Mr. WITHERS: The people I have in
mind get away with it. Still, a man eannot
take a box of fish by car from Mandurah,
because that is an interference with the Act,
though the amount invoived may he only
eighteenpence. And yet motor trocks trans-
port poles and timber and building material
along the ronds. When the practice is men-
tiened, the reply given is, “I am doing it for
myself, and the Aet permits it.” The Min-
ister for Railways should wake up to the
fact that his railways are losing large soms
because of that motor transport. It is
definitely unfair, and should be stopped. I
do not want those people to get away with it.

Now just one matter relating to education.
I shall not refer to a puddle in a yard, but
to something important. TPeople who find a
puddle in a school-yard should fll it up, in-
stead of having such a matter brought up
here. The people of Bunbury have been
promised a couple of extra class-rooms in
the local high school. 8o urgent is the mat-
ter that we approached the department
about it last year and the year before. The
school is intended for about 270 pupils, and
it is obliged to accommodate 340. Two
classes are being held continuously in the
gymnasium, a big open room really unfit
for teaching. In another room, ealled the
wash-room, yet another class is constantly
being conducted.

Mr. Cross: We have had the same sort of
thing in South Perth for years.

My, WITHERS: That is all right.

Mr. Cross: And on a verandah, too.

My, WITHERS : The Minister for Educa-
tion definitely told me that this work was
listed as urgent, and T trust that it 15 so. 1
have boen in communieation with the head-
master of the Geraldton High School and he
informs me thag the building is the last word
in cduecational construetion. 1 nm proud to
know that, and T am pleased indeed that the
Government has given consideration to the
requirements of that part of the State. T am
gonvinced that the Eduecation Vote must be
inereased and that funds will have to be
raised for the consiruetion of buildings from
a souree other than that usnally resorted to.
The fact that the Geraldton High Schoo!
commenced with an attendance of 180
students affords an indication of how long
the facilities there have heen required. The
hovs and girls of that part of the State have
definitely heen neglected through the lack of
provision of proper educational facilities.
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At Buubury we have experienced the bene-
fits of the higher educational facilities
over a period of years. The boys
and girls there are able to secure a higher
standard of eduneation than was previously
possible.  Those students have gone on to
the University and have graduated in var-
ious courses. Where are they to-day? Aile
they in Western Australia?

Myr. Patriek: By whom was that provision
made?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Was that provided
hy a Lahour (overnment?

Mr. WITHERS: Where are those stud-
ents now? They were attracted to distant
fields, More money was available for them
there. What are we to do about it? We go
to the expense of edueating ouwr voung people
to a high standavd of ecfficiency, and then
we find thev leave this State because
of the pittance we offer to men of ability.
That is the position in Government depart-
ments. We know what has happened from
the time when Mr. Trigg left the railways.
Sinee then men of calibre have joined the
Commonwealth staff or have taken positions
elsewhere beeause their ability enabled them
to gnin greater recogmition outside the
State. We could not afford to keep them
here because we did not have the woney to
onable us to pay them a reasgnable remu-
neration. We never did have snfficient
money for that purpose, and are not likely
to under existing conditions. If we ecan
produce the best, let us use every enden-
vour to keep the best as far as we can. I
think we can do so.

On this oceasion I shall leave the ques-
tion of the Bunbury harbour almost, if not
entirely, alone. For 15 vears I have never
failed to advocate attention heing paid to
that harbour.

Mr. Styants: Has the harbour silted up
again?

Mr. WITHERS: I am forced to a realisa-
tion that for all the notice taken in the
past, T have spoken to myself for 15 years.
T have not been speaking fto my electorate
bocanuse when one speaks with sincerity on
snch a subject, it eannot be said one
addresses the electors. I have been in com-
munication with the Premier daring the last
eouple of months with a view to his visiting
Bunbury in order to meet one of the largest
deputations representative of the producers
he has ever been asked to receive. On this
occasion I shall leave it to the people to
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tell the Premier what I have been saying
for years past. The work is so urgent that
1 realise the necessity for something being
done in the immediate future.

Mr. Cross: Will you get the naval base
there?

Mr. WITHERS: We do not want the
naval base at Bunbury.

Mr. Styants: It should never have been
made a port.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. WITHERS: I would not re-
sent that remark if nothing had ever
been done to establish a harbour at Bun-
bury. As it is, the port and the hinterland
have been developed to a marked degree,
and it would be difficult to dispense with
the harbour now. If the hon. member
wished to get rid of Bunbury and its har-
bour, he would have to shift the railways
and the people as well. However, it is all
a question of providing the facilities that
are necessary. For that reason, I want the
Premier to meet the producers themselves
so that he can hear from them at first hand
what is requived.

When the Minister for Lands spoke last
night he dwelt upon the all-important ques-
tion of wool production. The decrease in
the produection of marketable fine wool has
been emphasised and may be affected by the
attention paid to the fat lamb industry. In
fact, that gives rise to the question of what
effect the fat lamb industry will have upon
our merino wool production. The Minister
pointed out that the type of sheep neces-
sary for the fat lamb trade counld be pro-
duced in the Sonth-West, while the sheep
there could also produce wool of excellent
quality. T trust we shall not have the same
experience regarding fat lambs as we have
had with wheat and other commeodities. For
a time the produnction seems most attractive
and more and more people go in for the
particular type required; but soon they find
that the point of saturation is reached. T
warn our produeers to be careful that they
do not get too far into the fat lamb buosi-
ness, for the type of sheep needed for that
industry is not snitable for export wool.

Mr. Seward: The mothers are all right.

Mr. WITHERS: There has always been
a demand for our merino wool, and we
should take care not to deplete our merino
stocks in our enthusiasm for the fat lamb,
wheat and other industries. We must be
very earefu] in this State regarding the
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stabilisation of prices, for we know what
has happened. That may not apply to wheat
because it is diffieult to provide a substitute.
On the other hand, when butter reaches a
certain price that many ecannot afford to
pay, margarine is substituted. Se it is in
other directions. When the commodities reach
a price that the people eannot afford to
pay, substitutes are provided. We mast be
eareful at all times in seeing that stabilisa-
tion prices are within the reach of the people
so that they will be able to purchase the
articles concerned. TImmediately we go be-
vond that point, substitutes will oust the
genuine article. People cannot be blamed
for purchasing the substitutes if the cost of
the staple products Lecomes too expensive.
We know what has happened regarding our
wheat industry and our hutter industry. We
may reach the same position with our fat
lambs, Western Australia depends to a
great extent npon her exports of butter to
maintain the dairying industry in the South-
West, and T hope the time is near when we
shall be able to eonsume enough of our pro-
duet so as not to depend on the overseas
market. That is a phase of importance. So
much of onr national wealth hag been de-
pendent upon markets overscas. To obviate
that we must ereate a sufficient population
to enable our goods to be consnmed within
the State.

MR. HILL (Albany) [9.23]: I wish to
join with others who have extended con-
gratulations to you, Mr. Speaker, upon your
election to the honourable position yon now
hold. T also extend my congratulations to
the new Ministers and those members who
have taken their seats in this House for the
first time. When we notice the changes that
resulted from the recent general election, 1
think this House is to be congratulated, be-
enuse I feel sure the change in personnel
will not affect the eordial relations that exist
hetween yourself, Mr. Speaker, and the offi-
errs and members of this House, The mem-
ber for Bunbury (Mr. Withers), during his
speech, referred to matters relating to the
railways and transport. For once he and I
are in spreement. Tn a recent issue of the
“West Aunstralian’ an article appeared un-
der the heading *Transport Services. Five
Years Survev, General Retrogression.” The
Government must aceept mnch of the respon-
gibility for the State’s diffienlties in that re-
speet. YTou, Siv, will naturally ask how I
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intend to improve matters. I realise that it
will not be an easy task. I am confident,
however, that we can adopt a policy that
will bring about a far more bealthy state of
affairs. The remedy 1 suggest is that we
study carefully, and intelligently adopt, the
considered recommendations of experts who
have reported upon transport in Australia.
I onee read that “transport is civilisation.”
The prosperity of our industries, both pri-
mary and secondary, depends very largely
upon transport costs. What is more, the
next war will, to a very large extent, be a
fight to maintain our transport services. To
a large extent our trombles to-day are due
to the fact that what is out of sight is very
often out of mind. Our railway charges are
on a mileage basis. Port and other charges
are indirect, and consequently out of mind.
A mistaken idea prevails that if we reduce
our railway mileage, we can ent down our
transport costs. We are to-day overstocked
with ports and railways. We are fortunate
50 far as our railway mileage is concerned.
The three main causes of our unsatisfactory
and costly services are (1) the absence of a
transport administration; (2) the lack of
co-ovdination of our transport services; (3)
the terrific interest charges against those
services, due to the multiplicity of ports
and railways, and the failure of adequate
provision for a sinking fund.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Among the reports which I suggest our
Ministers and members shounld study are—

{1) The annunal reports of the General
Manager of the South African railways and
harbours.

(2} Report of transport in Aunsiralia,
with special reference to port and harbour
facilities, by Sir George Buchanan, and

{3) The report of the Commonwealth
Committee on the eo-ordination of transport,
dnted 1929,

I am aquite aware that Sir George
Buchanan was more or less anathema to the
members of the Collier Government. Sir
CGeorge was brought to Australia to report
on our transport systems. The first state-
ment he made to the Press in Australia
was that he was extremely pleased that he
hnd arrived at Albany, because he con-
sidered Albany to be one of the most won-
derful natural harbours of the world.
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Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. BILL: He told the truth about Bun-
bury. He also hit out at the way in which
the Fremantle Harbour was made a politi-
cal plaything. I do not know of any man
who has been such a thorn in the side of
any Government of the State as was Sir
(ieorge Buchanan. It is not his reputation
that is suffering to-day, however, but the
taxpayers of Western Australia, through
the failure of the Government to caxry out
his recommendations. Sir George’s report
is contained in two volumes. Volume II.
deals with the various harbour schemes of
Australia, Ineidentally, I to-day had the
privilege of meeting an Empire expert on
harbours, and he assured me that he had
a copy of this report. For the present,
however, we ean place it on one side.
Volume I, dealy with the administra-
tion and economics of transport. The re-
port of the Federal Transport Committee
cun be taken as a summary of Sir George
Buchanan’s report, I snggest that the
CGovernment should get a couple of hun-
dred copies of this latter report printed
and issued to members of Parliament and
various interested bhodies. In Part 6, the
committee deals with co-ordination within
the State, and rccommends the placing of
transport activities under one Ministerial
head, who should be responsible for the
whole transport poliey; and the establish-
ment of a eo-ordinating authovity, to be
responsible for earrying ont the transport
policy approved by the Governmenf. The
eo-ordinating authority may take either of
the forms following:—

Commissioner of transport, with an ad-
visory eommittee.
A transport board, with an advisory coun-

vil and representatives of interests eom-

cerned,

It we turn to South Africa we find that
its  railways, harbours, bulk-handling,
motor services, shipping services, airways,
lighthouses and, indeed, everything con-
nected with transport is under the
‘management of the CGeneral Manager of
Railways and Harbours, who is vesponsible
to the Minister tor Hailways and Har-
bours: but I note that in the veport—which
is the latest—the general manager recom-
mends the placing of all transport under
the eontrol of the Minister for Transport.
What do we find in this State? Our main
transport facility is our railways, which

-the Minister for the North-West.
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are administered by the Minister for Jus-
tice. Our Transport Board is under the
Asgsistant Minister for Works. The port
of Porth is under the control of the Pre-
mier. The Fremantle Harbour Trust is
under the Chief Seceretary, The Bunbury
Harbour Board, State Shipping Service,
and Harbour and Lights are controlled by
Har-
bours and rivers are under the Minisier for
Works., Bulk-handling is under the Minis-
ter for Lands, and cool siore facilities at
the ports under the Minister for Agrieul-
ture. An old proverh says, ‘“Too many
eooks spoil the broth.”’ We shall presently
have the Minister for Health as Minister
in charge of perambulators, and the Minis-
ter for Industriez as Minister for push-
hikes.

The Premier: Many hands make light
work.,

Mr. HUILL: Yes. Obviously, without co-
ardination, and under those conditions, effi-
cicney is impossible. T suggest that in this
State we should have a Ministry of Trans-
port, with a commissioner or director of
transport as permanent head of the depart-
ment, together with a transport counecil con-
sisting of the Commissioner, as echairman,
and the following members:—Commissioner
of Raibways, Commissioner of Muin Roads,
chairman or gencral manager of the State
Harbours Board, Chairman of the State
Transport Boavd, and Manager of the
State Shipping Serviee, or some other ship-
ping man, and perhaps representatives of
the producing, commereial and industrial
interests.

The Minister for Lands: You should in-
clnde air transport.

Mr. HILL: Yes, I have considered that
point. At present, the Transport Board
deals with air transport. We should have
an air transport vepresentative on the
board I suggest. Members will note that
I have mentioned the chairman or general
manager of the State Harbours Board. T
suggest placing all our ports under one
administration, as is done in South Africs,
South Australin and New South Wales,
and as recommended by the Royal Commis-
sion on Transport in Queensland. I further
suggest the establishment of loeal honor-
ary advisory hoards for our prinecipal
ports, as in South Afriea,

I should like to say a ward or two about
our transport finance. The total State debht
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for the year 1937-38 was £93,404,000, of
which no less a sum than £38,528,000 is
charged against our Government transport
services. The capital charges on that sum,
including interest, sinking fund and ex-
change, amounted to £1,716,338. The only
transport facility which showed a surplus
was the tramways, the amount being £11,428,
The deficiency on the other services totalled
£450,103, leaving a net deficiency of £338,677,
The financial emergency tax for the year
1937-38 realised £1,074,000, so members will
see that it required nearly half of that tax
to meet the loss on our transport services
for that year. For the year 1938-39 the
position is a long way worse. Our trans-
port problem is mone comparable with that
of South Africa than with that of any
other couniry I know of, The South Afri-
can railways charge averages ld. per ton
mile, yet the department made a profit for
the year 1936-37 of £6,400,000. Qur aver-
age charge is 1.76d. per ton mile, and for
the same year we made a loss of £403,000.
South Afriean ports made a profit of
£660,000; our ports made a loss of £28,000.
I realise that South Africa’s population is
larger than ours and that a certain amount
of black labour is employed theme. As
against that, however, Nature has been far
more generous to us. Our railways are the
biggest State undertaking, and Wwe have a
system which has simply grown into exist-
ence. It is not a co-ordinated transport
system; it is a combination of the pet
schemes of various parts of the State. If we
could re-lay our railways as they should
have been laid down in the first place, we
could manage with over 1,000 miles less of
track with a consequent considerable redue-
tion in the loan liability. The Common-
wealth committee recommended reducing the
loan liability of our railways to a fair value.
Such a step is long overdue. I further
suggest fixing our railway charges on a zone
and economic¢ bhasis instead of a mileage
basis, in order to encourage traffic to take
the cheap way instead of the shorter way.
If these suggestions were adopted, our rail-
ways would be in a hetter position to eom-
pete with motor services.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Will
the hon. membher resume his seat. I wish
to divect attenfion to the fact that Stand-
ing Order 148 prohibits any noise or inter-
ruption while a member is addressing the
Chair. T ean distinetly hear certain utter-
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ances and noises which cause an interrup-

tion and are highly disorderly, and 1 warn

all members that such behaviour will not

be toleraled. This is my final warning.
Mr. Lambert: Thank you.

Mr. HILL: When a transport adminis-
tration is formed and starts to clean up
our transport problems, one of the first
things to be adopted is a sound port policy.
Sir George Buchanan truly said—

Ports are the mediums or clearing houaes
between sea and land transport. On the
ports, their efliciency and their proper loca-
tion, the whole system of transport largely
depends. :

The Commonwealth committee referred to
the faet that the improvements i land
transport had inereased the avea that one
port could serve. In DPart XVII of the
report the ecommiftee points out that 80 per
cent. of the trade on the mainland of Aus-
tralia is done through the main ports of the
capilal eities. Those ports made a profit of
£500,000, while the minor ports made a loss
of £490,000, which was met by taxing the
trade of the main ports. The committee
recommended reducing the loss by closing
some of the minor ports and concentrating
trade by road and rail at the more snitable
ports. There is one point npon which all
transport experts agnee, namely, that in
these days of motors, railways and fast
steamers, the sound port policy is to have
a very limited number of big properly
equipped ports. If we have too few ports
we shall ereate points of econgestion and
concentration of population, and those
people in outlying parls of the State will ba
severely handicapped by cxcessive railway
and other charges. Too many ports will
mean eXcessive port charges and high sea
freights, and the tendency will be, as in this
State, for the ships to avoid out-ports and
trade only with the capital port.

The Minister for Lands: You support
that?

Mr. HILL: Yes, the idea of a limited
number of ports. My 40 years’ residence af
a2 port and 30 years’ experience as an ex-
porter have eonvineed me that eo-ordination
hetween land and sea {ransport is more
important than eo-ordination between road
and rail transport. To-dav the Commis-
sicner of Railwavs is eoncerned only with
the management of the railways. The Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust and the Bunbury
Harbour Board are concerned only with the
management of their respective ports. It
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is wobody's job to consider all means of
transport—road, rail and sea—and to en-
deavour to provide the State with a eo-
ordinated, national and complete system of
transport that will bring the total cost down
‘t0 a minimum. The tendency is entirely to
overlook the fact that perts should be run
a3 hosiness concerns. In this State the ports
have their respective zones which are based
on railway milage only.

" On one oceasion I attended a meeting and
suggested advocating that the experts’ recom-
mendations be adopted and that trade be
coneentrated at the more suitable ports.
From the reception given to my sugpgestion,
one would have thought I had preached se-
dition or high treason. In South Africa the
authorities do not hesitate to divert frade
from one port to another if, by so doing, they
can effect eeconomies, and those savings are
passed on to the producers. Consider bulk
handling: They have equipped only two of
their ports with bulk handling facilities, but
have provided first-class terminals at both,
«<ach eapable of handling 1,000 tons of grain
each way per hour. Had a similar policy beev,
adopted in this State, substantial economy
would have been effected. Western Austra-
lia, with a population of 460,000 people,
has practically the same number of ports
as has South Afriea with a population of
8,000,000 people. We have spent over
£7,000,000 on our ports; South Africa with
seventeen times the population has spent
only £18,000,000. The total expenditure on
the ports of Australia is about £43,000,000,
and although we have only one-fifteenth of
the population, we have spent one-sixth of
the amount on our ports.

Hon, C. G Latham: What is our produe-
‘tion as compared with South Afriea's?

Mr. HILL: To compare production is dif-
fieult. The production of grain is practie-
ally the same, but South Africa exports
large quantities of coal.

Mr. Doney: What about maize?

Mr. HILL: Maize is another item. Dur-
ing the year 1935-36 the South Anstralian
Harbours Board made a profit of £142,000
and reduced its loan liability by £30,000.
Waestern Australia in the same year incurred
2 Joss of £18,000 on the ports and increased
their loan liability by £33¢,000. To compare
port charges is very difficult, but if for the
year 1935-36 the revenue of the capital
ports of Auvstralia had been made a direct
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charge on cargoes, the average charge per
ton for the capital ports would have been—

Melbourne .. .. .. 23, 64.
Sydney o . .. 2a. 8d.
Adelaide .. .. .. 3s. 84.
Fremantle .. . .. P8 0d,

Those costs do not inelude the cost of hand-
ling the eargo. Now compare the loan lia-
bility and total expenditure of Fru-
mantle and DMelbourne. The total loan
liability of Fremantle is £3,200,000 and
the expenditure £3,400,000. At Melbourne
the loan liability is now only £4,000,000,
although the expenditure has exceeded
£9,000,000. The Melbourne Harbour Trust
has not only paid one-ffth of its total rev-
enue to Consolidated Revenue but has paid
off over £5,000,000 of its debt.

Those whe advoeate reduced charges at
Fremantle refer to the large sum paid each
year by the Fremantle Harbour Trust into
Consolidated Revenue. It is essential in this
State that we group our ports, that is, that

.we use the profits of some to mcet the losses

of the others. It is Government policy not
to charge wharfage on wheat, flour and fruoit
exported, but to make up for this generosity
by imposing higher charges on imported
goods. Fremantle handles most of the im-
ports of this State, so while this poliey is
maintained we must lock fo the trade of Fre-
mantle ¢o make good the loss at other ports.
During the year 1937-38 the Fremanile Har-
bour Trust showed a surplus of £114,551,
which was paid into Consolidated Revenue,
but the other undertakings under Harbours
and Rivers showed deficiencies totalling
£147,207, the net deficienecy being £32,636.

Now let me examine some of the babies
carried by the Fremantle Harbour Trust.
One undertaking is the Swan River, with a
loan liability of £358,076, capital charges
£16,556, nct earnings debit £4,017, deficiency
£20,652. Last session I asked the question
“How wmueh of this £358,076 was there
dune to the reclamation on the Swan?” That
questicn has nob yet been answered. 1 am
not opposced to the reclamation work on the
Swan if the people of the metropolitan area
pay for the work. I am opposed to taxing
the trade of the ports to pay for it.

Mr. Cross: Most of it is, too.

Mr. HILL: The North-West ports show
a deficiency of £34,766. We must expect a
deficiency from those ports until we can in-
erease population and production there.
Bunbury shows a loss of £26,963 and I can
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see no hope of improving the financial posi-
tion of that port. For the year 1523-24 it
paid interest and made a profit of nearly
£800. To-day the acerued unpaid interest
amounts to about £270,000. The whole of
the port of Fremantle is under the Fre-

mantle Harbour Trust, and Bunbury
is under a harbour board. Portions
of the other ports are administered

by the Railway Department which col-
lects the bulk of the revenue. The fgures
that I will now submit are for harbours
and rivers only. Geraldton shows a deflet
of £31,411. At Geraldton a harbour im-
provement rate is echarged, This shounld be
abolished as we want to encourage trade to
go to Geraldton, firstly to reduce the eonges-
tion at Fremantle, secondly to help the
finances at Geraldton and thirdly to en-
deavour te get more population in the north.
I can imagine some people being amazed at
my suggestion to divert trade from I're-
mantle to Geraldton, but will it not be ad-
visable to do this so that we need not tax
the trade at Fremantle to pay for the losses
at Geraldton? We should encourage the
trade of (eraldton in every possible way.
Turning to Albany we find a very excel-
lent example of what may be termed rotten
port financial administration. On the 26th
March, 1927, Mr. 8. A. Taylor, then acting
accountant, supplied statements showing the
expenditure at Albany since 1860, Those
figures are as follows:—Expenditure from
general loan fund £196,336 15s. 11d. Rev-
enue expenditure, £18,596 18s. 1d.; revenue
repairs £1,589 14s. 7d.; total £216,523 9s.
7d. There has bheen no expenditure sinee
1927. 1In the returns submitted to Parlia-
ment last year the loan liability is shown as
£272,269. I do not know where the extra
£56,000 comes from. In 1872 the people of
Albany complained because the revenue
from the harbour was greater than the ex-
penditure in the Plantagenet distriet. In
spite of this, not only is every penny spent
still shown as loan liability, but items are
also included that should not be charged
against the port. I have no hesitation in
saying that the revenue received from Al-
bany harbounr sinee 1860 has been far greater
than the total expenditure, and the loan lia-
bility of that port to-day should be nil in-
stead of £€272,000. A few years ago one
wonld have thought that the existence of
thia State depended upon the extension, at
enormous cost, of the Fremantle harbour.
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If we adopt the recommendations of the
Commonwealth Transport Committee we can
safely leave that great expenditure for the
next generation at the earliest. Fremantle
is congested at times because it han-

dles over 90 per cent. of the State’s
trade. It is obvious that if we re-
duce that percentage we will do away
with the congestion. If we say all

ports must handle the trade of their hinter-
land the shipowners will say, “Go to blazes;
we are going to Fremantle” If we carry
out the recommendation of experts and con-
cenirate the trade by road and rail transport,
on the more suitable ports, we will be able
to adopt a true econmomic policy of decen-
tralisation, Members will naturally ask:
What do I consider the suitable poris?

Mr. Cross: How deep is Albany harbour¥

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Does
not the hon. member understand that inter-
jections are highly disorderly?

Mr. HILL: The map will answer the ques-
tion. The four ports—Geraldton, Fremantle,
Albany and Esperance, are almost equally
spaced.

The Minister for Lands: You would not
cuf ount the North-West ports?

Mr, HILL: No, I am exeluding the North-
West as that has a problem of its own. I
have already referred to Geraldton and any
sound proposal for encouraging that port
will have my strong backing. On the cast
is Esperance and it is a tragedy that the
Esperance-goldfields railway was not built
40 years ago. If it had been Esperance dis-
trict would be prosperous to-dey. I
am confident of the future of that part of
the State if that distriet is cocouraged to-
day. We want to enconrage the goldficlds
markets to look to Fsperance for their mut-
ton and lamb and encourage the goldfields to
trade with Esporanee. We need a road to
Albany and if neecessary a subsidised motor
servire fo that port.

[The Speaker took the Chair.|

T admit T never thonght the State had suck
a wonderful asset in Albany untit 1 saw
what the engineers were up against in Ade-
laide, Melbourne and Sydney. For example,
in Sydney T wus speaking to the Chairman
of the Maritime Services Board and the ehief
engineer of that board. I said “Since 1921
Albany ha= had an expenditure on it of only
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£1,259." They looked at me in surprise and
asked, “Have you not any silting 7 1 replied,
“Neither silting nor the teredo.” The main-
tenance of dredging at Sydney costs £3,000
i vear. In Melbourne the cost is about

£70,000. The fignre for Adelaide is un-
known as the authorities there are
deepening the port at the same time.

At Fremantle the cost is abont £15,000.
At Bunbury in spitc of an expen-
Qiture sinee 1924 of something like £260,000
the depth has decrensed from 27ft. 6ins. to
206ft. or less and the Harhour Board is
gravely concerned over the continual silting
in the harhour generally. Nature, in spite of
the enorinous expenditure, is easily winning.
People sometimes say “Look at the deep
water at Sydncy as compared with that at
Albany.” The deep water at Sydney is not an
wdvantage; it is a liability. That decp water
and the rocky shore make the development
of Sydney extremely costly. There arc
30,000 piles at Sydnev and some of them
are spliced and 145ft. in length. Over
£12,000,000 has been spent there. A
port must be more than an anchorage for
ships. An ideal port would be one that cenld
he entered in all weather and then provide
safe shelter, deep water with plenty of level
Jand alongside and an easy approach by
toad and rail and very little tide,

Mr. Cross: You must also have plenty of
woods near the port to export.

Mr. HILL: The harbour at Albany has
only a 3ft, tide compared with Gft. at Syd-
nev. The shallow water at Albany is an
advantage. All that needs to be done there
in the futwre is to plan the layont of the
walls, put in the sheet piling, dredge on the
outside and fill in on the shore side. I was
very pleased to note that as a result of my
persistent agitation for reclamation work at
Albany, the Minister for Railways informed
the recent deputation that it was not pro-
posed to provide bulk handling facilities at
Albany on the jetties, but to reclaim be-
tween the two jetties.

Hon. €. G. Latham: He is a little bit in-
nocent yet.

Mr. HILL: Sir George Buchanan’s
scheme for Albany is for the progressive
reclamation along the 3-fathom contour for
215 miles and the reclamation of about 580
acres alongside. I wish now to refer to a
missed opportunity between the years 1901
and 1905 when £55,000 was spent in dredg-
ing 3,500,000 cubic vards from the Albany
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harbour to provide room around the old
deepwater jetty. Had pipes been fitted to
the dredge and the work done fo provide a
wharf along the 3-fathom contour, the cost
of dredging would not have been greater,
as, against the extra eost of plant would
have been the continual pumping instead of
the time lost dumping the spoil off Middle--
ton Beach. The guantity removed was suf-
ficient to reclaim an area 6,000ft, in length
and 900ft. in width leaving about 120 aeres
of level land alongside the deep water
frontage and the cost would have been
£55,000. Had that been done, I c¢an safely
say that the land would have been worth
to-day over £100,000.

The Albany Harbour does not belong to
the people of Albany; it belongs to the
people of Western Australia, and, incident-
ally, to the people of the British Empire.
Last year T suggested Albany as a site for
a dock, The Minister for Mines joenlarly
said to me, “If vou go after a dock there,
yon will have the people of Fremantle as
well as of Bunbury on your tracks”

The Minister for Lands: After to-night
you will have the people of Sydney after
youn.

Mr. HILL: For many years I have
studied nava! and coastal defence. In 1918
I became a member of the Albany Chamber
of Commerece for the express purpose of
inducing that Chamber to endeavour to
stop the criminal waste of public money on
the Henderson Naval Base at Cockburn
Sound. In no way am I responsible for the
very sound article dealing with docks in
Australia that appeared in the “West Aus-
tralian” on the 18th July last nor am I re-
sponsible for the sub-leader that appeared
in the same paper this morning. I wish to
thank the Governmnent for the assistance it
has given to the freezing works at Albany.
I sineerely trust Ministers are waking up
to the importance of that wonderful asset.
In King George Sound we have one of the
finest anchorages in the world, and the area
of water there, over 30ft. in depth, is
double that of Sydney Harbour. An ideal
scheme for Princess Royal Harbour would
be for the naval authorities to>gake over
the portion east of the old coal jetty. They
could develop the front of the town for
commercial purposes and the west and
southern shores could be developed for in-
dustrial purposcs, 1 have before me a
page of the “Argus” newspaper of the
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23rd May last. This provides an object
lesson for the Governmeni. In it is shown
a pictare of Geelong, and there is an article
demonsirating how port development will
belp industry. At that port the Interna-
tional Harvester Company's works, the
bulk bandling terminal, the snperphosphate
works and the Ford motor works all have
their own wharves.

I do not agree with those who would abolish
the Transport Board. Whilst the golden
age of railways has passed, under wise con-
trol railways still have a useful funection to
perform. That is a quotation from the re-
marks of the President of Transport in
Great Britain some time ago. The world-
wide railway policy of charging high rates
for high-valued goods and low rates for
low-valued goods is necessary for the assist-
ance of primary production. This policy
cabnot continue if motors are allowed to
choose the ploms of transport. The regu-
lation of motor transport is, therefore,
essential.

The Minister for Lands: Thai helps to
contribute to the railway losses.

My, HILL: I blame the Government for
not handling the question in the beginning.
In 1927, Sir George Buchanan referred to
the need for co-ordinating rail and road
transport. No notice was taken of his recom-
mendations, nor of the recommendations of
the Transport Commitiee, unfil many years
after, by which time motor transport had
obtained too big a hold upon the sitnation.
When dealing with transport, we must
realize that our first consideration is to pro-
vide export facilities at the Iowest pos-
sible cost. We must also have regard tor
the question of road and rail haulage, port
vharges and overseas freight. We must
congsider not one item but the total charge.

We all vegret the disastrous price of
wheat, and hope that the nceessary assist-
anee for farmers will soon be forthcoming.
They must of necessity be kept on the land.
For our future development, however, we
must look to the areas of assured rainfall,
T sometimes think it would be a good thing
for us if we could draw a line midway be-
tween Albany and Fremantle, and form an-
other State. We wounld then be very well
nff at the southern end. That part of the
State bas heen favoured by Nature, but has
heen neglected by various Governments. I
de nof advocate the formation of a new
State. What I advocate is that the Gov-
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ermment should extend te that portion of
Western Aupsiralia consideration similar to
that which it would like to receive from
the Conmonwealth Government.

The Minister for Lands: Do not be
selfish !
Mr. HILL: The Government has now

vommicticed te do something, That portion
of the State will carry a large population.
I bave been uriticised for concentrating so
much upon the development of the port of
Albany, criticised even amongst my own
electors. The experience of this year has,
however, convinced my crities that I am on
sound ground. At the southern end of the
State to-day the unanimous ery is, “We want
Albany developed.” Nest week we are to
have a visit from the Minister for Rail-
ways. One of the requests the people will
make will be the proelamation of the Albany
Harbour Board. I realise we must wait a
little longer for the completion of the Pem-
berton-Northeliffe railway,

The Premier: Oh yes!

Mr. HILL: Qur ports as well as our rail-
ways must be paid for. The money that
might be lost on a railway might be picked
up by savings effected at the ports. Since
1924, the money that has been spent at the
ports of Fremantle and Bunbury, without
providing any additional acecommodation
there, would have completed the railway
in question three times over. Sir George
Buchanan pointed out that it would be
cheaper to build a railway to Albany than
to develop the harbour at Bunbury. To-day
I was told by a reputable engineer that in
Australin money was spenf at places un-
snitable for ports, instead of the natural
harhours that are available being utilised.

In conclusion, I make no apology for
confining my remarks almost entirely to
transport. The problem of transport is the
most important of all for the Government
to consider. When our transport is made
to pay, we can think about reducing laxa-
tion. A reduetion in transport charges of
10 per ecnt. would be equivalent to a snb-
stantizl bonus to our indusiries, whether pri-
mary or secondary. If we could give enesnr-
agement to our industries, we could reduce
unemplovment, bring greater prosperity to
the State, and provide a mach higher stan-
dard for all concerned.

On wmetien by Mr. Styants debate ad-
journed.

Houge adjourned at 10.5 p.m,



